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U.S. General Services Administration’s Evergreen Award Presented to Teknion, Bentley Prince Street and Kyocera Mita
Philadelphia – The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) recently presented the Evergreen Award to Teknion, Bentley Prince Street and Kyocera Mita.  GSA’s Evergreen Award Program was developed in 1998, at the Integrated Workplace Acquisition Center (IWAC), formerly the National Furniture Center, to support the federal government’s environmental initiatives.  GSA’s IWAC annually recognizes the efforts of partners who do business in an environmentally friendly way.  The program assists GSA’s customers to identify environmentally preferable products currently on schedule and recognizes the efforts of GSA’s business partners in the areas of recycling, affirmative procurement, and waste prevention.  
The 2009 Evergreen Awards were presented to the three businesses in the following categories: furniture, furnishings and technologies and electronics.  “The companies we honor today have done an outstanding job in making environmentally friendly options available to GSA client agencies.  I thank them all for their commitment and expertise and for demonstrating that green products are a viable option for customers and businesses alike,” said GSA Deputy Administrator Barney Brasseux.
Teknion, a furniture manufacturer, located in Mount Laurel, New Jersey is the recipient of the Evergreen Award under the Furniture category. Teknion is a provider of a wide variety of office furniture including tables, chairs, workstations, case goods, and filing and storage cabinets. Teknion has put forth the formation of their GreenWorks team, dedicated to increasing environmental awareness and responsibility within the company. Teknion emphasizes the utilization of materials with high recycled contents in order to increase the longevity and life cycles of its products. Toxic materials are being eliminated and environmentally-friendly alternatives have been offered.
Bentley Prince Street, a floor coverings manufacturer, located in City of Industry, California is the recipient of the Evergreen Award under the Furnishings category. Since 1994, Bentley Prince Street has utilized its internal waste elimination program, QUEST (Quality Utilization Employee Suggestions and Teamwork) in order improve processes/procedures, decrease its environmental impact and take steps to eliminate waste within the company. Through QUEST, Bentley Price Street has reduced its waste to landfills by 95% and water use by 57% since 1994. In 2007, Bentley installed equipment designed to increase the recyclable content of carpet.

Kyocera Mita, a manufacturer of printers and digital multiple function printers; with a current group of 25 sales companies worldwide is the recipient of the Evergreen Award for the second time (2005) under the Technologies and Electronics industry category.  The company holds Multiple Award Schedule contracts for copier products.  Its ECOSYS printer received the prestigious Blue Angel environmental award in Germany, and the company has a remodeled toner cartridge that is environmentally preferable.  
The Evergreen Award itself “closes the recycling loop” in that it is made from recycled glass by one of GSA’s Multiple Award Schedule partners, Ultraglas, a small woman-owned business.  The Award sets a high standard for other business partners to follow and is a wonderful example of how the federal government and businesses can work together to improve the environment.

###


GSA provides a centralized delivery system of products and services to the federal government, leveraging its enormous buying power to get the best value for taxpayers.

• Founded in 1949, GSA manages more than one-fourth of the government’s total procurement dollars and influences the management of $500 billion in federal assets, including 8,600 government-owned or leased buildings and 213,000 vehicles.  

• GSA helps preserve our past and define our future, as a steward of more than 480 historic properties, and as manager of USA.gov, the official portal to federal government information and services.

• GSA’s mission to provide superior workplaces, expert technology solutions, acquisition services, purchasing and E-Gov travel solutions and management policies, at best value, allows federal agencies to focus on their core missions.
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