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On Earth Day 1998, GSA announced a new initiative to protect the environment.  It is based on the goals of:

· Buying Green:  GSA promotes the purchase of recycled, energy-efficient, and environmental products and services, and encourages reuse of products.

· Building Green:  GSA builds, modernizes and alters federal facilities using sustainable design principles.

· Driving Green:  GSA promotes and expands the fleet of alternative fueled vehicles (AFV’s) and promotes commuting strategies such as carpooling and telework.

· Saving Green:  GSA promotes energy and water conservation in federal facilities and use of renewable energy sources and emerging technologies.

· Managing Green:  Planet GSA recognizes other environmental activities that our employees are involved in, such as recycling, environmental remediation, pollution prevention, and our Urban Livability and Good Neighbor Programs.

To meet the goal of environmental protection, GSA is partnering with its customer agencies. Twelve federal agencies and the United Nations have signed Memorandums of Agreements with GSA and discussions with additional agencies and private sector companies are in the works.  In addition, a “Greening Small Businesses” initiative to encourage vendors with environmental products to get on the GSA schedule is underway.  

For additional information, contact Ms. Johanna Roark at (202) 219-0965 or via e-mail at johanna.roark@gsa.gov.  You can access the Planet GSA web site at: http://www.gsa.gov/planetgsa.

