NEPA Call-In Technical Inquiry 0065 - GSA Compliance With SIPs

17 April 1997

Re: NEPA Cal | -In Technical Inquiry 0065 - GSA Conpliance Wth SIPs

Dear NEPA Call-In User:

This letter is in response to your April 3, 1997 request for information on
GSA' s responsibility to conply with Clean Air Act (CAA) State

| mpl ementation Plans (SIPs). Specifically, you would like to know if GSA
is required to conply with SIPs so you may include this information in the
GSA's National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Desk Guide which is under
devel opnent .

Section 176, "Limtations on Certain Federal Assistance" (enclosed) of the
Clean Air Act (CAA) prohibits any Federal departnent, agency, or
instrumentality of the Federal Government from engaging in any activity

whi ch does not conformto an approved or pronul gated inplenmentation plan
devel oped under Section 110, "Inplenmentation Plans" (enclosed) of the CAA
Further, Section 118, "Control of Pollution from Federal Facilities" of the
CAA (encl osed) requires all Federal agencies to conply with all Federal
state, interstate, and local requirements in the same manner and to the
same extent as any non-governnental entity.

Al though the CAA is a Federal |aw applicable nationw de, the prinmary
responsibility for inplementing and enforcing its provisions rests with the
states. Under the |law, the Environnental Protection Agency (EPA)

est abl i shes m ni mum requirements for achi eving acceptable air quality.

Actual inplementation of the program however, lies with the states. To
i mpl ement the CAA, each state nust develop a SIP which is a collection of
the regulations a state will use to clean up polluted areas. The

i mpl enentation of the CAA was given to the states because controlling air
pol luti on problens often requires know edge of |ocal industries, geography,
housi ng patterns, etc.

Since each SIP is tailored for a particular state, they will differ from
state to state, and in some cases, fromregion to region. |n many cases,
the regul ati ons devel oped by the state will be nmore stringent than the
correspondi ng Federal ones. Under no circunstances, however, can SIPS have
weaker pollution controls than those established by the EPA. Each plan
nmust be approved by the EPA before it nay be inpl emented.

The materials in this Tl have been prepared for use by GSA enpl oyees

and contractors and are nade available at this site only to pernit the
general public to |l earn nore about NEPA. The information is not intended to
constitute | egal advice or substitute for obtaining | egal advice from an
attorney licensed in your state and may or may not reflect the most current

| egal devel opnents. Readers should al so be aware that this response is based
upon | aws, regulations, and policies in place at the tine it was prepared and
that this response will not be updated to reflect changes to those | aws,
regul ati ons and poli ci es.

Si ncerely,
(Original Signed)

NEPA Cal |l -1 n Researcher





