NEPA Call-In Technical Inquiry 0112 - Transition Zones and the NHPA

23 Decenber 1997

Re: NEPA Technical Inquiry 0112 - Transition Zones and the NHPA

Dear NEPA Call-In User:

This letter is in response to your June 27, 1997 request for infornmation
about transition zones. The termtransition zone and your question
about a need to designate one cones froma programmtic agreenent signed
by your region and cooperating agencies. Specifically, you would like
to know if there is a regulatory or formal definition of a transition
zone for historic properties, and when GSA is required to designate one.

SUMMARY OF FI NDI NGS

NEPA Cal |l -1n found there is no formal GSA definition of a transition
zone. The need for and designation of a transition zone should be
determined in consultation with the State Hi storic Preservation Oficer
(SHPO and other interested parties. GSA is required to designate a
transition zone if it is determned by GSA and the interested parties
that there is a need for one.

DETAI LED FI NDI NGS

NEPA Cal | -1 n reviewed the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
anended, and its inplenenting regulations found in Title 36 Code of
Federal Regul ations (CFR) Part 800, "Protection of Historic and Cul tural
Properties.” W found that transition zones are not defined in either
of these documents.

We then contacted M. David Roccosalva, Director of Historic Resources,
Anerican Institute of Architects (AlA), (202) 626-7418. M. Roccosal va
stated the AIAis not involved in the designation of transition zones,
and therefore, does not have a definition of one.

NEPA Cal | -1 n contacted a GSA Advi sor, Cultural Resource Conpliance.

The advi sor stated there is no formal or regulatory definition for a
transition zone. The advisor stated a transition zone is sinply a
designated area around a historic property or district where guidelines
are set for new building construction and alterations of existing

bui l di ngs. The purpose of the transition zone is to protect the historic

resource frominconpatible construction alterations. The need for and
designation of a transition zone nust be determined in consultation with

the interested parties to include the SHPO. Therefore, GSA is required to
designate a transition zone if the GSA, SHPO and other interested parties

deem one necessary.

The materials in this Tl have been prepared for use by GSA enpl oyees
and contractors and are nade available at this site only to pernmt the

general public to |l earn nore about NEPA. The information is not intended to

constitute | egal advice or substitute for obtaining |legal advice from an

attorney licensed in your state and may or may not reflect the nobst current
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| egal devel opnents. Readers should also be aware that this response is based
upon | aws, regulations, and policies in place at the tine it was prepared and

that this response will not be updated to reflect changes to those | aws,
regul ati ons and poli cies.
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Si ncerely,
(Original Signed)

NEPA Cal |l -1 n Researcher



