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Green Marina Initiative

Department of the Interior

The Green Marina Initiative (GMI) is a memorandum of understanding between the National Park Service (NPS) and the District of Columbia to address existing environmental non-compliance issues at shore-based facilities along these waterways.

The GMI was designed to bring operators, owners, and concessionaires located on DC waterways into compliance with existing Federal and local regulations and to go beyond compliance by instituting industry standard best practices.  Due to several watershed and river basin initiatives including the Chesapeake Bay program, Potomac American Heritage River Program and the Anacostia River Restoration Program, increasing public attention was being paid to the District waterways.  The GMI was designed to ensure compliance with all current regulations.  NPS and the DC Department of Health developed a Green Marina Guidebook available in hard copy and CD-ROM to educate the owners of boat clubs, marinas, ferry terminals and other facilities on these regulations.  Eleven boating facilities in the District have agreed to participate in the program.

The Green Marina Core Group, consisting of regulators, operators, and other interested stakeholders will update the guidebook periodically.  This group will ensure that the guidebook describes the legal and regulatory requirements and raises the bar on best practices to be implemented.

Intended to promote environmental education, compliance, pollution prevention and best management practices, this “first of its kind”, low cost Federal partnership program has already won public support since it began on October 9, 2001.  The program won the American Planning Association 2001 Award for Excellence in Federal Planning.  It has also won praise from the DC Mayor, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Department of Transportation, as well as the National Park Service, which plans to implement the program nationwide.

For additional information, please contact Ms. Julia Hewitt at 202-619-7083 or by email at julia_hewitt@nps.gov.
