Industry Government Council

February 6, 2002

Meeting Notes
GSA UPDATE

The first Services Acquisition Center (FCX) Industry Government Council (IGC) meeting of 2002 was held in Arlington,Virginia. Roger Waldron, Director of the FSS Acquisition Management Center, briefed the IGC on the new Services Acquisition Reform Act. Key sections covered were section 101, creating an acquisition workforce training fund, section 201, creating a chief acquisition officer position, section 221, increasing purchase card limits, section 222, reauthorizing franchise funds and section 402, clarifying new contract types such as time & material and labor hour contracts, section 501, which removes Trade Agreement Act exemptions, section 502, authorizing acquisition of information technology for state and local governments, and section 602, revising the Service Contract Act threshold to $25,000.00.

Mr. Waldron also briefed the IGC on section 803 of the Defense Authorization Act, which essentially will define and establish competitive procedures for the acquisition of services over $100,000.00.  

Mr. Waldron also stated that his office would be focusing on educating customers and how to buy better off schedules and implementing a total solutions approach to assisting customers.

Next, Len Pinkey, Director of the FSS Services Acquisition Center’s, Service Contracts Division, discussed the on going effort to clarify what is defined as architecture and engineering services (A&E) subject to the Brooks Act and FAR part 36, and should not be procured using GSA schedules (specifically schedule 871), and tasks that may be procured using GSA schedules that are complimentary to A&E services, but do not require a FAR part 36 procurement.  Len mentioned that his office has consulted with various A&E trade associations on this issue, and determining whether or not the Brooks Act pertains to personal property in addition to real property will be key to enhancing GSA guidance on this issue.

Rick Figard, Business Development Specialist with the Services Acquisition Center provided an update on the Status of E-Buy. E-Buy system administrators are considering GSA special item number descriptions (SINs) for registration categories. Also, schedule contractors will only be able to register for seller opportunities under the GSA sins they have been awarded. It was also mentioned at this time that E-Buy could be the solution that allows customers to comply with the competition requirements being proposed under section 803 of the Defense Authorization Act. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Phil Dodderidge, Chair of the IGC’s Other Direct Costs (ODCs) committee provided an update of the committee’s efforts. Although only in the preliminary stages, the committee plans to provide a best practices “white paper” to the Services Acquisition Center this calendar year.  Incidental items and ODCs are components customarily used in providing services solutions for many schedules, clear guidance and best practices regarding this issue will be critical to optimize the value of schedule solutions for future customers.

GSA PROFFESSIONAL SERVICES EXPO (PSX)

Shanna Smith of the Services Acquisition Center provided an overview of the upcoming February 2002 GSA Professional Services Expo (PSX). Many of the IGC members will be speakers and exhibitors at this event. The IGC will also be and exhibitor at PSX and plans to recruit new members for the Council and it’s committees.    

NEW SCHEDULE DEVELOPMENT

Developing new schedules for services will be critical to the Services Acquisition Center this year and a will allow GSA to offer a wider array of solutions to future customers.  To facilitate new schedule development, the IGC brainstormed potential areas the Services Acquisition Center could pursue as potential candidates for new schedules.  See list of potential areas in attachment.

ANNUAL PLANS/GOALS 2002

THE IGC identified the following goals/objectives for CY 2002: 

Build positive stories of the multiple award schedule program’s value and link the value to major issues such as small business participation in the program.

Implementation of success stories.

Development, enhancement of New Product SIN.

Development of a Mentor Protégé program that is complementary with the GSA multiple award schedule program.

Assess the impact of performanced based contracting on training needs and establishing a performanced based contracting website.

Identifying best practices for implementation of Section 803 of the Defense Authorization Act.

Identify best practices of E-Buy and offering more direct assistance.

Identify how GSA schedules are being used by agency/customers.

WRAP UP

The next IGC meeting will be held in San Diego May 20th, 2002 in conjunction with the Annual GSA Products and Services Expo. The IGC plans to invite other FSS Acquisition Center partnership entities to attend.

Preliminary Agenda:

GSA Update

Committee Reports

PSX Lessons Learned

Invited FSS/Industry Partnership Updates

Adjournment
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IGC suggested areas for new services multiple award schedules (the list is a brainstorming list and has not been consolidated or screened for existing schedules).

Acquisition Support Services (e.g. business development analysis)

Base Operations Services

Interoperability of Systems Programs

Medical Services/Clinical Services

Limited Manufacturing/Specialty Components/Limited Production Manufacturing

Security Investigation Services

Remote Sensing Data Products

Weather Services/Information 

Safety Analysis

Explosive Ordinance Disposal

Bomb Security Services

Laboratory Services

Construction Management

De-Militarization and Reclamation

Hospitality Services

Litigation Support

Life Guard Support Services (Base Support Services)

Airport Security Services

Homeland Security Support Services

Physical Science Services

Service Contract Act Labor Categories on Professional Engineering Services schedule.

Architectural and Engineering Services

Landscaping (Base Operations)

Facilities Threat Assessment Services 

Intelligence Analysis Services

GSA In-House Support that Private Sector Could do Through a Schedule

Suggestions to enhance current Services Acquisition Center schedules:

Professional Engineering Services (PES)

SINSs structure does not fully define PES capabilities

Limited product manufacturing

Refresh PES with Service Contracting (SCA) Act labor categories or create separate schedule for SCA labor categories that would allow installation and fabrication.

Keep the number of SINs small

Financial Services

Business case analysis

Marketing, Media and Publication Services (MMPI)

Crisis communications

Change the SINs to reflect phases of an MMPI project like those on the PES schedule

