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Developed by GSA, the Low Impact Sustainable Landscape Design and Management Program combines state-of-the-art storm water management techniques with the principles of sustainable landscape design.

GSA already had in place a strong sustainable landscape design program that emphasized low maintenance plants, holistic design, and the recycling of quality plant material.  GSA also had an existing storm water management program that emphasized low-impact development and pollution prevention to protect the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  These two programs worked independently until the Landscaping Program was combined with the Safety and Environmental Branch.  The team members recognized the unique opportunity to create and implement a new practice that combines low-impact development (LID) storm water management techniques with the existing principles of environmentally and economically beneficial landscape design.

Each landscaping project is now viewed as an opportunity to incorporate elements of LID.  Bioretention cells or strips, which filter and slow down polluted storm water runoff, are in place at two facilities and are planned for at least two other sites.  The Low Impact Sustainable Landscape Design and Management Program has steadily increased its scope in storm water filtration, storm water retention, and reduced water usage.  This combined approach is a more effective use of resources, is beneficial to the environment, earns GSA LEED points, and adds value to GSA's assets, making them more appealing and "green." 
For more information, contact Mr. Steve Richard at 202-708-5258 or via e-mail at steve.richard@gsa.gov

