Industry Government Council

August 2, 2001

Meeting Notes

GSA UPDATE

The third Services Acquisition Center (FCX) Industry Government Council Meeting was held August 2nd in Arlington Virginia. GSA began the meeting by reporting on the Council’s priority rankings of the recommendations submitted at the previous Council meeting (May 22, 2001). The Council further discussed which recommendations should be submitted to Services Acquisition Center leadership for implementation and which ones should be reassigned to the Council’s committees for further review. See attachment for a breakout of the recommendation rankings.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Next, two of the Council’s five committees reported on their activities. Tim Bensch, Chair, Education Committee, reported that the Education Committee had completed it’s staffing to ensure representation across the range of FCX schedules, and members of the committee met with the Chief of Procurement for the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Also, the Education Committee represented the Council at the July 18th Services Committee meeting of the Coalition for Government Procurement to explain the purpose of the committee, report on the planned GSA Services Conference and solicit both industry questionnaire responses and ideas/recommendations related to the upcoming Services Conference. The Education committee also recommended that FCX develop a list of hot topics for seminars at the Services Conference and to assist in identifying/arranging speakers and panelists for those topics. 

Charlene Barton, Chairperson, Best Practices Committee, recommended dissolution of the committee. Her recommendation stated that one of the overlaying goals for the Council is to seek best practices in all areas related to supporting GSA schedules.  Therefore, the need for a separate committee on best practices appears redundant and committee members could be moved to support the remaining Council committees.  The Council accepted her recommendation, and a revised Council Charter will reflect the dissolution of the Best Practices committee. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONFERENCE


Next, Harry Butler of the Federal Supply Services’ Office of Business Management and Marketing briefed the Council and solicited ideas on the proposed GSA Professional Services Conference, planned for February 2002. The Council proffered several suggestions but ultimately decided to task the Education committee to consolidate them into a “white paper” to include conference objectives, format and content. The Education committee agreed to an early September timeframe to submit its recommendations.

GAO OTHER DIRECT COSTS RULING

The Council then addressed the issue of other direct costs (ODCs) and incidental items as they pertain to multiple award schedules. This issue is important in lieu of the General Accounting Office (GAO) ruling in the PYXIS Case, that ruled that all incidental items or ODCs over $2500.00 and not currently on a GSA schedule supplier price list, must be established as fair and reasonable using open market procedures. After a discussion on current best practices regarding ODCs and incidental items that are in compliance with the GAO ruling, the Research & Development committee was tasked to consolidate current best practices and research and propose addition options to address this issue.  This issue significantly impacts FCX’s schedules for Professional Engineering Services (Schedule 871) and Marketing, Media & Public Information Services (GSA Schedule 738 I). 

GSA/SERVICES ACQUISITION CENTER FY02 SWOT ANALYSIS

To help FCX prepare to develop it’s FY 2002 Marketing plan, the Council conducted a SWOT analysis of the Services Acquisition Center. Some opportunities identified during the SWOT analysis are: performance based contracting, consolidation of GSA Schedules and consolidation of special item numbers (SINs) within Schedules, seize opportunities based on the new administration’s objectives, align our Schedules for compatibility with E-BUY, create a legal services schedule, develop an electronic multiple award schedule submittal capability, and better understand commercial business development practices.

NEXT STEPS

The Council agreed it was important to address small business issues and concerns, particularly in terms of Schedule “teaming” and subcontracting.

WRAP UP

The meeting concluded by addressing administrative matters regarding future Council membership.

ADJOURN 

