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Redesign of SFO Form

General Services Administration

National Capital Region

GSA's National Capital Region redesigned the solicitation for offers (SFO) form. The new form is one-half its previous size and is consistent with GSA's new rent pricing policy.  Many prescriptive requirements were eliminated and some of the risks to contractors were removed.  For example, the traditional operating cost and tax escalation clause were revised to save the Government money and to improve cost projections.  The operating cost clause will tie escalations to a specific point in time that is similar for all leases.  Operating costs will be electronically escalated and escalators will be linked to specific indicators that will be easier to project and will be the same for all new leases.  This will eliminate most appeals and could save hundreds of thousands of dollars in escalations on an average lease.  Also, SFO's now require that the lessor maintain Government equipment installed by the lessor after installation.  This will help agencies better maintain their specific/unique mission equipment.

GSA's National Capital Region's Engineering Services Branch awarded its first base contract for a period of one-year with renewal options, with provisions for task orders from $2,000 to $1,600,000.  Time frames have been substantially reduced, which results in increased customer satisfaction.

GSA's National Capital Region's Engineering Services Branch initiated a new policy for the award of term contracts to firms which shortens the contract award time from 365 days to 120 days.  This process saves time, money and human resources.  Ideas incorporated to shorten the award time include: limiting the number of pages permitted in the contractor's proposal, standardization of contract documents, delegation of source selection official, and pre-meeting on evaluation process prior to receipt of contractor's proposal.

For additional information, contact Nancy Carver on (202) 708-5721 or Nancy.Carver@gsa.gov.
