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GSA’s Southeast Sunbelt Region utilized a non-lethal approach to prevent turkey buzzards from roosting on the window ledges of the new U.S. Courthouse in Tampa, FL.  This breed of vulture, which weighs between 6 and 9 pounds, is migratory in nature and found the new Courthouse to be a prime spot to search for prey.

The building manager researched several methods of preventing the roosting by the turkey buzzards.  Netting and noisemakers would not be suitable solution to the building tenants or the local community.  After discussions with the affected parties, the building manager installed a low voltage grid system on the window ledges of the Courthouse to prevent the roosting.  The voltage will not harm the buzzards, but will deter them from using the building as a perch.

In just three years, the reduced exterior cleaning costs will offset the installation cost of the grid system.  This solution will drastically reduce the exterior cleaning costs for the new Courthouse, which had increased to almost $45,000 during the buzzards’ migratory season.

For more information you may contact Mr. George Post at (813) 228-2351 ext. 16 or via e-mail at george.post@gsa.gov

