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PBS's Energy Center of Expertise in GSA greatly expanded the use of area-wide contracts for utility services in response to the radically evolving energy environment.  As the need for additional power for computers and other office machines grew, the power companies were denied the opportunity to open more power plants to meet the demand.  As a result, utility companies began demand side management programs to reduce energy usage and offered rebates for lower power usage.

The Energy Policy Act of 1992 set a 20 percent reduction in energy consumption by 2000 and encouraged Federal agencies to partner with local utility companies to meet this standard.  GSA began to modify the area-wide utility contracts so that an agency could obtain such services as energy audits and the financing of energy efficient mechanical systems through energy savings performance contracts (ESPC).  The Department of Energy estimates that approximately $282 million in Federal energy projects are being completed with ESPC.

The ESPCs have currently saved the Federal government $47 million annually, and this figure is expected to grow to $60 million annually once all 360 Federal energy projects are completed in 2002.

For additional information, contact Mr. Mark Ewing at (816) 823-2691 or via e-mail at mark.ewing@gsa.gov

