Directions for the Settings Utility 2.0

This utility sets some, but not all, of the drawing settings in AutoCAD to assist in compliance with the GSA National CAD Standards.  Below is a list of what it does and does not do.  Do not run this if you have xrefs in separate directories, as it will remove the paths, and the xrefs will be unresolved.  Do not run this if you are required to retain some unreferenced entities, as it will purge them.  Do not run this if you have populated drawings with layers or other entities which you intend to use but have not referenced yet, as it will purge them out.  If you have assignment drawings that are properly named (begin with the letter “O”), this script is safe to run; it will not purge them.

This utility saves the drawing after changing the settings.  To run a test without saving, simply remove the last line.  It is recommended that the backup file feature be enabled, so that it is possible to revert to the previous version of the drawings.  After running the settings utility, check the drawings to ensure the desired results.

To use the utility, execute the SCRIPT command, select setvar.scr, and click Open.  This utility was written for r2002 and later.  It may or may not work for other versions.  It will not run on LT or Volo because they do not support LISP.  This can also be run on an entire set in batch mode.  AutoCAD r2002 and later versions can run scripts in batch mode using the ScriptPro utility.
It does:

Audit the drawing and correct any internal errors

Purge unreferenced entities

Purge xref paths of resolved xrefs

Switch to paper space if in floating model space

Zoom to extents (only for the space TILEMODE is set to)

Set the following variables:

TILEMODE (according to the file name, if compliant)

LIMMAX to EXTMAX (only for the space TILEMODE is set to, but not in paper space in r2000 and later)

LIMMIN to EXTMAX (only for the space TILEMODE is set to, but not in paper space in r2000 and later)

UCSICON to 1

UCS to WORLD

INSBASE to 0,0,0

GRIDMODE to 0

ISAVEPERCENT to 0 (this is a system variable)

CLAYER to 0

LIMCHECK to 0

CECOLOR to BYLAYER

CELTYPE to BYLAYER

CELWEIGHT to BYLAYER (r2000 and later)

PDMODE to 0

PDSIZE to 0

QTEXTMODE to 0

SNAPMODE to 0

VISRETAIN to 1

save the drawing

It does not:

Delete extraneous entities outside the main drawing / titleblock area

Purge xref paths of unresolved xrefs

Scan for viruses

Delete unused layout tabs

Set linear or angular units (varies with drawing type)

Purge proxy entities or extended entity data

Change any entity properties to BYLAYER

Set the following variables:

BLIPMODE (a system variable in AutoCAD r2000 and later)

LIMMAX (for other spaces, or paper space in r2000 or later)

LIMMIN (for other spaces, or paper space in r2000 or later)

