January 24, 2003

Ms. Becky Rhodes

Deputy Associate Administrator

Office of Government Policy 

General Services Administration

Dear Ms. Rhodes,

On behalf of the Governmentwide Per Diem Advisory Board, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to participate in the Federal government policy-making process.  The Board recognizes that the Federal government and industry must work together to create recommendations for successful programs and this FACA has allowed us to do just that.

The collective efforts and dedication by Board Members and Participants, including the GSA staff members assigned to our project, have allowed the Board to thoroughly research issues and produce viable recommendations.  In addition, the Board met with numerous government and industry personnel who readily offered their time and assistance.  These initiatives have the potential to affect all stakeholders and, therefore, deserve ample consideration.  The in-depth research and dedication of all participants demonstrates the fact that the Federal government per diem and lodging programs are important to both the Federal government and public, including the travel industry.  

We believe that the implementation of our recommendations will enhance both the Federal per diem process and assist in the development of an effective government-wide lodging program.  Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve.  All Board members are available to provide further assistance.

Sincerely,

Lori L. Brooks

Chair

