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Multi-million dollar facility enhances Border Patrol’s ability to maintain operational control of Montana’s northern border
HAVRE, MT – May 28, 2008.  Business, political, community leaders and the general public are invited to join the Customs and Border Protection (CBP), U.S. Border Patrol, the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA), and Northern Border Development, LLC., in a groundbreaking ceremony at the future home of the Havre U.S. Border Patrol Station Thursday, May 29, 10:30 a.m. The event will be held at 345 16th Avenue West.  Expected guest speakers include Christopher Richards, Deputy Chief Patrol Agent, Havre Sector, Bob Rice, Havre Mayor, Michael Owens, GSA Rocky Mountain Regional Director, and Dave Clausen, Partner/Manager of Northern Border Development LLC.
GSA and the Customs and Border Protection are partnering to provide a 33,000 square foot LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certified facility that will house approximately 50 border patrol agents. Northern Border Development LLC is the developer and the project will be headed up by Havre local businessman, Dave Clausen and his team. The station is a leased facility—with a 20-year lease contract valued at $32 million—and will be locally owned and developed by local construction crews.  

The new facility will enable border patrol agents to effectively prevent the entry of terrorists and their weapons of terrorism into the United States, while maintaining their traditional mission to detect, apprehend and prevent illegal aliens, narcotics and other contraband from crossing the northern border.
This ground breaking ceremony serves as an example of the positive inter-agency partnership between GSA, the Department of Homeland Security, and CBP, where each one collectively is working for a common goal—to give America’s men and women who serve on the frontline on our nation’s borders the best resources and support for them to accomplish their mission. 

“On behalf of our agency, I am honored to be part of this bilateral endeavor to benefit the U.S. Border Patrol, and more importantly to show our commitment to the citizens of Montana,” said GSA Rocky Mountain Regional Administrator Leslie Plomondon “This new facility will serve as a reminder of the current Administration’s commitment to the security of the northern border.”
The President’s Rapid Response Program is a significant driver in the development of the Havre U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Border Patrol.  The program requires increased security of the United States' Northern and Southern borders. It mandates that 6,000 new border patrol agents be housed at new Border Patrol Stations located at strategic points along our borders.  The Rapid Response completion date for these projects is December 2008.

GSA PBS is the largest public real estate organization in the country. PBS has an inventory of over 342 million square feet of workspace for 1.1 million federal employees in 2,100 American communities. This includes more than 1,500 government-owned buildings, or approximately 51 percent of GSA's total inventory. The remaining 49 percent is in privately owned leased facilities.  Please visit www.gsa.gov/r8 for more information.
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