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NEW PORT OF ENTRY UNDERGOING REDESIGN

Portal, ND – September 13, 2006.  The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) purchased approximately 10.5 acres of land with plans to replace the existing port of entry for the Department of Homeland Security at Portal, ND.  This project will accommodate the enhanced security features and technologies now needed at border crossings.  Initial construction plans called for a spring of 2006 start date; however, construction has been delayed due to bids exceeding the congressional budget allowance. Pending a successful redesign and budget evaluation, construction is projected to now begin in the spring of 2007.  

Many issues contributed to the funding shortfall causing the delay, including labor shortage, escalating material costs, and elevated fuel and transportation costs.  All of these factors will influence the final price. 
Place Architecture of Bozeman, MT, is in the process of reworking the design to meet the funding limit. According to contract requirements, the design team will redesign the port at no additional cost to the taxpayer.  The GSA is committed to delivering the citizens of Portal and North Dakota a state of the art port of entry that will enhance the community, provide a superior workplace for federal workers, and deliver superior value to taxpayers.  
GSA’s Public Buildings Service (PBS) is the largest public real estate organization in the country. It has an inventory of over 342 million square feet of workspace for 1.1 million federal employees in 2,100 American communities. This comprises over 1,500 government-owned buildings, or approximately 51 percent of GSA's total inventory. The remaining 49 percent is in privately owned leased facilities.

PBS is a leader in energy conservation, sustainability, recycling, and historic preservation--maintaining more than 400 historic properties in the federal government's inventory. The agency is comprised of eleven regional PBS offices.  They are located in major metropolitan centers across the country, delivering comprehensive real estate services.  For additional information, please visit the GSA PBS Web site at www.gsa.gov/r8.
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