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Design Review Agencies 

The attached description and chart summarizes the submission procedures of five regulatory groups having jurisdiction over Federal construction projects in the National Capital Region. Consult this chart when planning design and construction projects to assure that sufficient time is allotted to prepare submissions and complete the required reviews prior to contract award.

A brief profile of each group, with telephone and correspondence contacts, follows:

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 

Commission of Fine Arts 

GSA Contacts 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC)

Mandate: Act of Congress, 1926

This group has the broadest and most absolute authority. NCPC is concerned with central planning issues affecting the region at large, such as building height, setback, traffic, radio emissions, and design. All new construction and alterations which change a building's size, configuration, or use must be approved by NCPC. NCPC approval must also be sought for exterior alterations such as ramps, cooling towers, elevator penthouses, roof screening, and antennas.

Reviews by all other groups must be completed before NCPC will give final approval for a project to proceed.

Mr. Reginald W. Griffith

Executive Director, National Capital Planning Commission 

801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 301

Washington, DC 20576

Staff contact: Ronald E. Wilson (202) 724-0191

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation And State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)

Mandates: National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, amended 1980 and 1992

Executive Order 11593

The SHPO and Council are the only groups concerned with repair and maintenance projects that don't change the appearance of a building exterior. Their primary concerns are the protection of a property's historic materials and design. They review all work on historic properties and, on non-historic properties, exterior changes that may affect a nearby historic property.

The Federal design criteria for work on historic properties are the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. These standards, available at the Government Printing Office, provide guidelines for maintaining and repairing historic materials and for designing alterations to be compatible with original features.

SHPO-Council review is sequential, beginning with the SHPO, who served as the primary point of contact. Minor projects are reviewed at staff level. Controversial projects, such as additions, new construction, and demolition as involve:

DC Historic Preservation Review Board (District only) 

Full Advisory Council (agency heads + appointees) 

Public hearings 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation:

Mr. Don L. Klima, Director, Office of Planning and Review

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

The Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, #809

Washington, DC 20004

Staff contact: Ralston Cox (202) 606-8505 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)

For the District of Columbia:

Mr. Wilbert J. Parker

Historic Preservation Officer for the District of Columbia

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs

614 H Street, NW, Room 305

Washington, DC 20001

Staff contact: David Maloney (202) 727-7360

For Maryland:

Mr. J. Rodney Little

State Historic Preservation Officer

Maryland Historical Trust

Division of Historical and Cultural Programs

People's Resource Center

100 Community Place

Crownsville, MD 21032

Staff contact: Jo Ellin Freese (410) 514-7630

For Virginia:

Mr. H. Alexander Wise, Jr. 

State Historic Preservation Officer

Virginia Department of Historic Resources

221 Governor Street

Richmond, VA 23219

Staff contact: Bob Carter (804) 786-3143 or (540) 722-3428

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Commission of Fine Arts 

Mandate: Senate Park Commission (McMillan) Plan, 1902; Act of Congress, 1910

The Commission of Fine Arts is specifically concerned with the capital city as a monument. The Commission reviews all Federal exterior projects in the District and private projects in certain areas such as the Mall and Georgetown.

Their review is conducted concurrently with the SHPO, Council, and NCPC reviews.

Mr. Charles H. Atherton, Secretary

Commission of Fine Arts

Pension Building

441 F Street, NW

Suite 312

Washington, DC 20001

Staff contact: Charles Atherton (202) 504-2200

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GSA Assistance:

The attached handout "Contacts: External Design Review Processes"lists names and numbers for additional information on regulatory reviews.

REVIEW AUTHORITIES

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Organization 

 Authority 

 Review Schedule 

National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) 

 All federal Buildings in NCR:

Approval for federal projects in DC 

Review for federal projects outside DC 

 Submit 1-3 months before 

Commission meeting. Informal staff consultation prior to submission is advised. Coordinating Committee reviews projects in DC, prior to Commission hearing. Commission meets monthly. 

Commission of Fine Arts 

 Reviews all Federal projects in DC & non-Federal projects in select areas the (Mall, Georgetown) 

 Submit at least 2 weeks before Commission meeting. Commission meets monthly. 

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) DC, MD, VA 

 Reviews Federal projects in every site & non-Federal projects where authorized by state or local law. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Section 106 

 First contact in mandatory preservation (sequential) review. Submit 10 weeks before contract award for projects having no adverse effect on historic property. Allow 12-24 months for projects having an "adverse effect". 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

 Reviews Federal projects in every state 

 Second contact in mandatory preservation sequential review. Submit at least 5 weeks before contract award. 

Contacts 

External Design Review Processes 

Judith Binder, Acting Director, Portfolio Management 

Section 106 ProcessFor Rehabilitation Of Historic Building 

NCR Cultural Resources Management 

Andrea Mones: Regional Historic Preservation Officer 

(202) 708-5334 

National Capital Planning Commission & Commission of Fine Arts 

Jane Chang 

(202) 708-4858 

Paul Gosselin 

(202) 708-5530 

Stephanie Swiger(for antennas) 

(202) 708-4859 

