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Attached is a brief glossary of terms relating to GSA-NCR historic preservation activities. The glossary defines acronyms, organizations, regulations, and terms used internally within GSA.

The historic preservation program glossary does not include technical terms relating to architectural history, design, or preservation technology. Most GSA-NCR Historic Structure Reports include a glossary defining architectural terms used in the reports.

A/E: Architect/Engineering firm: Firm contracted by GSA to prepare design studies (evaluate project design alternatives), preservation studies (Historic Structure Reports, Historic Building Preservation Plans), Prospectus Development Studies, and construction contract documents (drawings, specifications).

ACHP, Council: Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: Under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, review Federal undertakings that may affect historic structures, sites, or archeological artifacts. Second contact in sequential review that begins with the State Historic Preservation Officer. See also: SHPO.

AIC: American Institute for Conservation of Historic & Artistic Works: Organization of conservation professionals preserving art and historic artifacts.

APTI: Association for Preservation Technology International: Leading organization concerned with methods and materials for maintaining and conserving historic buildings and sites. Interdisciplinary, primarily US-Canadian membership: historical architects, architectural conservators, historical landscape architects, archaeologists.

Competency of Bidder Clause 00900 Series: Contract clause used to evaluate qualifications of restoration specialist firms for specific GSA projects. Developed to improved quality of projects awarded by competitive budding. Contracts are awarded to the lowest competent bidder. Firms are required to submit proof (project photographs, descriptions, references) of successful experience in the specialty. Technicians performing restoration specialty work are also evaluated to ensure that workers assigned to GSA projects have the required skills.

DCPL: DC Preservation League: Formerly Don't Tear It Down. Leading citizens advocacy group for preserving the District's historic buildings. Originally organized to fight demolition of the Old Post Office.

Executive Order 11593, "Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment," 3 CFR 559, May 13, 1971. Requires Federal agencies to survey properties under their jurisdiction and nominate appropriate candidates to the National Register of Historic Places. Until surveys are completed and nominations made, each agency must ensure that no resources that may be eligible for the National Register are inadvertently damaged, destroyed, or transferred. Whenever possible and economically feasible, any properties transferred are to be used "in a manner compatible with preservation objectives." The order sets forth requirements for consultation and review of any Federal actions affecting properties that might be found eligible for the Register.

Federal Undertaking: Any activity directly or indirectly using Federal funds. Also: Sale, transfer, or delegation of responsibility for Federal property to a non-Federal body.

HBPP: Historic Building Preservation Plan: Computerized preservation planning document. Less comprehensive than an HSR, provides general information for evaluating historic properties; ranking the historic/architectural significance of a building's spaces to determine appropriate treatment; prioritizing and pricing work needed.

HPTM: Historic Preservation Team Member: Preservation consultant on an A/E design team. HPTM's review designs and prepare submission material (project descriptions, photos, special graphics) for Section 106 compliance. Design scopes of work identify the HPTM discipline(s) required for a specific project. Examples: Historical Architect, Architectural Conservator, Architectural Historian, Historical Landscape Architect, Art Conservator.

HSR: Historic Structures Report: Comprehensive reference documents providing long term preservation guidance for historic property. Survey work involves both documentary research and in depth on-site inspection. Reports typically include narratives on the property's history and construction; descriptions and photographs showing its original appearance and current conditions; original paint colors; materials conservation analysis; masonry cleaning and mortar specifications for restoration work.

NHPA: National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 80 Stat. 915, 16 U.S.C., 470 et seq.: Enacted to protect Federal historic/cultural property and promote preservation of state controlled and privately owned historic properties. The most important law governing the policies of Federal agencies toward historic preservation. Section 101(a) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to expand and maintain a National Register of Historic Places for cultural resources. Section 106 outlines specific actions required of Federal agencies to protect cultural resources. An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) must consider the effects of a proposed Federal undertaking on the resources. The act establishes the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to comment on Federal actions having an effect on cultural resources. Supplemented by Executive Order 11593 in 1971.

NRHP: National Register of Historic Places: The official Federal listing of projects properties. Includes as well as structures of historic or architectural significance, archeological sites and sites of research value for the study of American cultural resources.

Preservation Notebook: Technical circular series initiated by GSA-NCR's Historic Preservation Program to promote innovation and quality in Federal preservation projects. "Notebook" issues, circulate prototype solutions and answer commonly asked questions relating to preservation project design, contracting, construction, and historic buildings management.

(R)HPO: (Regional) Historic Preservation Officer: Individual within PBS responsible for compliance with Federal preservation laws and regulations. Prime liaison to Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and State Historic Preservation Office.

SHPO: State Historic Preservation Officer: Under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), reviews all Federal undertakings that may affect historic structures, sites, or archeological artifacts. "Undertakings" range from building repair/ alteration/ renovation projects to new construction, road building, or any other work that may directly or indirectly disturb cultural resources. Under Executive Order 11593, oversees Federal agency compliance with the requirement to identify and protect historic resources by submitting nominations to the National Register of Historic Places and preparing preservation plans. DC functions as a state.

SIA: Society of Architectural Historians: Leading professional organization of American Architectural Historians.

