Preservation Note 31

Labeled Doors for Historic Buildings 

Doors and Windows 

June-98

Metal Doors and Frames-08100 

 FIRE SAFETY -- DOORS:

Attached are specifications and detail drawings for labeled doors to be used in historic building projects requiring new rated doors to meet code. Doors of this type have recently been installed at the stairwells of the Federal Trade Commission Building.

This door is solid wood Kalamine (metal clad) fire door with a recessed panel on one face and a flush surface on the other. The doors can be made with recessed panels on both faces. Grain painted and bronze clad doors are also available.

The cost for a standard painted metal door is $450. Bronze clad doors cost about three times as much, or $1500. Add $600 per door for grain painting, plus $150 per frame to be grain painted, and $100 per transom.

Design Guidelines:

a. Detail the panels to match the building's original doors.

b. Specify mounting hardware so that paneled surfaces face the ornamental/public space (e.g., corridor, lobby) and flush surface faces the less significant space (enclosed stairwell, standard office space).

c. Specify matching the new door finish to the original door finish(es). If the original doors are unpainted wood, specify grain painting to match the color and grain pattern of the original doors.

d. Select hardware to match the historic door hardware as closely as possible in size, detailing, alloy color, and finish. Require (and budget for) custom matching the existing original metal, if necessary, to ensure a good match. (To ensure proper budgeting and project scheduling, determine during the design phase whether custom matching will be necessary.) On large quantity projects, the additional cost for custom matching the hardware alloy is insignificant. However, additional lead time must be allotted.

We recommended ordering all custom materials (doors and hardware) at the start of the project.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

08114 Doors-Labeled Doors For Historic Buildings

[EDITING INSTRUCTIONS appear in bold]

[Edit this section to specify recessed panels on both faces where the door(s) separate adjoining ornamental spaces within a restoration zone. Edit bracketed sections.]

"1. Provide B Labeled 1 1/2 hr, 1 3/4", [recessed panel/flush] kalamine doors as manufactured by Metalline, 4185 Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10457 (718) 583-2320, or approved equal.

a. Recessed panel shall be provided on [corridor] face of door, with flush face on [stair] side.

b. New doors must match existing door panel configurations, moldings, and finish material [list quantities of each type of door and finish required, for example]:

[1 Bronze clad, steel paneled door]

[150 painted steel doors]

c. Provide hardware matching original [bronze] corridor hardware in alloy color, finish, and form.

d. Prior to overall door production, submit samples of the following for approval by Contracting Officer's Representative. Overall fabrication may not proceed until samples have been approved:

(1) Doors: for replication of panel detailing and door finish

(2) Hardware: For design, detailing, alloy match and finish

e. Allow sufficient lead-time for production of custom doors, hardware alloy matching, and sample submission and review. The government will not be responsible for project delays resulting from Contractor's failure to allow sufficient time to obtain these materials."

