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U.S. General Services Administration Completes Restoration Work to Nevelson Bicentennial Dawn Sculpture
Philadelphia – The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) successfully completed the reinstallation of the Louise Nevelson sculpture, Bicentennial Dawn, in the James A. Byrne Federal Courthouse. The work was originally installed and dedicated in January, 1976 to coincide with the "dawning" of the Bicentennial.  
More than just a sculpture, Louise Nevelson's installation of white multi-faceted geometric columns creates a vibrant environment which can even be viewed from the building’s plaza. The sculpture is considered one of Nevelson's most notable assemblages, measuring fifteen feet high by ninety feet long by thirty feet wide. It is comprised of twenty-nine painted wood totems or columns which are arranged into three groupings. The edges of the columns undulate, visually reaching out to the viewer, while additional sculptural works appear to jut out from the ceiling adding drama to the installation. In addition, the pedestal bases for the sculpture were restored, including new laminate overlays that reduce the amount of seams in the original pedestals. 

Nevelson described her 29 painted wooden columns arranged in three groups as part of her continuous search "for a new seeing, a new image, a new insight, a new consciousness.  This search includes the object as well as the in-between places - the dawns and the dusks, the objective world, the heavenly spheres, the places between the land and the sea.”  
The Bicentennial Dawn is one of her best examples of the atmospheric environmental compositions for which she is well known. Nevelson was one of the most important American sculptors of the twentieth century, whose works can be found in almost every museum in Europe and America. Her other famous works include “Erol Beker Chapel of the Good Shepherd” located at St. Peter’s Church in Manhattan, “Sky Cathedral” which resides at the Smithsonian American Art Museum, and  the  “Statue of Atmosphere and Environment XII” located right here in Philadelphia at the Art Museum. 
In order to provide the public with access to the artwork, GSA created a new entrance through the court library to the vestibule which is handicapped accessible. The vestibule has also undergone some changes, with the repainting of the ceiling and new signage to make the artwork easily accessible. 
“We are pleased to invite the Philadelphia community to view this remarkable sculpture and to join us in celebrating this great artist," stated Regional Administrator Barbara L. Shelton. “GSA is proud to possess one of our nation’s oldest and largest public art collections. It is through the art on display at our federal buildings, like the Bicentennial Dawn, that we are able to create a cultural legacy for the citizens of this country.”
The public is invited to view the sculpture by entering through the 1st floor of the James A. Byrne Federal Courthouse, located at the corner of 6th and Market Streets, via the Circuit Court of Appeals Library from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  A valid form of photo identification is needed to enter the building. The sculpture can also be viewed from outside the building in the plaza. 
Photo 1: Nevelson’s Bicentennial Dawn sculpture creates a vibrant environment at the James A. Byrne Federal Courthouse located in Philadelphia. 
Photo 2: Nevelson, pictured here with Betty Ford and her sculpture Bicentennial Dawn, was one of the most influential American sculptors of the twentieth century.
###

Founded in 1949, GSA serves as a centralized procurement and property management agency for the federal government.  GSA manages more than one-fourth of the government’s total procurement dollars and influences the management of $500 billion in federal assets, including 8,300 government-owned or leased buildings and 170,000 vehicles.  GSA helps preserve our past and define our future, as a steward of more than 420 historic properties, and as manager of USA.gov, the official portal to federal government information and services. GSA’s mission to provide superior workplaces, expert technology solutions, acquisition services, purchasing and e-travel solutions and management policies, at best value, allows federal agencies to focus on their core missions.
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