NETL Receives Pollution Prevention Award for Alternative Fuel Use
by Eileen Harvey

While Richard Price, Organizational Property Manager and part of the Green Fleet Team is proud that the National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL) received the Department of Energy  (DOE) 2005 Pollution Prevention (P2) Star Award for Petroleum Fuel Reduction through Alternative Fuels, he wants to get the word out that alternative fuels are the wave of the future, and that future is now.

The Office of Environment, Safety and Health (EH) is responsible for DOE P2 policy development, guidance, and reporting activities in areas of pollution prevention, green purchasing, recycling and waste management, and environmentally sustainable design. Awards underscore DOE’s commitment to pollution prevention in its operations, by recognizing outstanding pollution prevention achievements. New to the program this year is P2 Star Award, which recognizes exemplary pollution prevention practices.  Of the 50 nominations received, eight P2 Star Awards were presented.

The 1992 Energy Policy Act (EPAct) set minimum requirements for petroleum and emissions reductions, calling for an annual increase in the use of non-petroleum alternative fuels for its government fleets. By 2005, EPAct required that all federal and state fleets must achieve a 20 percent reduction in petroleum fuel use.  Of their total fuel consumption for 2004, the Green Team Fleet at NETL, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, and the Savannah River Site (SRS), alternative fuel consumption was an average of 38 percent.  
NETL has long addressed the EPAct targets by purchasing vehicles that run on a combination of compressed natural gas (CNG) and gasoline, or more recently, ethanol (E85) and gasoline.  To date, 69 percent of NETL’s fleet are alternative fuel vehicles; in 2004, all of  the newly acquired light duty vehicles were alternative fuel vehicles.  This year alone, NETL has increased its alternative fuel use by 20 percent.
In conjunction with the P2 Star Award, two GoldBelt Eagle employees, Fred Arnold, Driver at the Pittsburgh, PA site, and Dick Hall, Fleet Operator at the Morgantown, WV site, were commended recently in separate award ceremonies for their efforts to maintain and refuel NETL’s Green Team Fleet with CNG and E85.
The fleet includes about 15 travel vechicles and the shuttles that run daily from MGN and PGH.  The Chevy Cavaliers in the fleet run on CNG and gasoline, which uses a separate CNG tank first, and achieves a similar miles per gallon fuel efficiency. When the CNG tank is empty, it automatically switches to the secondary gasoline tank. Another car in the fleet, the Dodge Stratus, runs on ethanol and gasoline. Ethanol vehicles use an E85 blend (85% ethanol and 15% gasoline). These flexible fuel vehicles are smart: if you can’t find a gas station that sells E85, you can use regular unleaded gasoline in the same tank. Their engines can automatically detect the type of fuel and change the air-to-fuel ratio and ignition timing to compensate for the different octane levels of the fuel in the engine cylinders.  In addition to the travel fleet, NETL maintenance crew, the Pace Training and Evaluation Center (PACE TEC), and the heating, ventilation, and cooling (HVAC) employees use alternative fuel vehicles to perform their jobs onsite.
There are currently 3.5 million fuel flexible vehicles on the roads in the United States. The three major American automobile manufacturers—DaimlerChrysler, Ford, and General Motors, have been making alternative, bi-fuel, or fuel flexible vehicles for use by federal and state fleets since 1998.  Ethanol and CNG stations are popping up all over the U.S., with 800 currently in operation, including stations on or near the NETL PGH and MGN sites.  With all the talk these days about hybrids, these alternative fuel vehicles and their proponents deserve recognition for their part in reducing emissions. 

For more information on the NETL Green Fleet Team, or NETL’s fleet of alternative fuel vehicles, contact Richard Price at 412-386-6196.. 
