IF RETREADS ARE SO GOOD, HOW COME MORE GOVERNMENT FLEETS DON’T USE THEM?
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Good question. In fact, it’s a question I ask myself every day. But before we go any further I want to state that I walk the talk and drive on retreads on my own personal car, and have been doing so for more than 30 years. Now back to the question.
Retreaded tires can and do save truckers and fleets millions of dollars every year in countries all over the world. The safety, performance and handling of retreads have been proven beyond a shadow of a doubt in countless studies. Yet, there are still too many government fleet managers who are convinced that retreads are responsible for tire failures and all the rubber we see on our highways.
But the facts are very different from the perceptions held by many. 
FACT: Much of the rubber on the road we all see comes from tires that have never been inside a retread plant.
FACT: Tires fail and come apart due to improper, or too often, non-existent tire maintenance. Tires that are improperly maintained WILL fail, given enough time. And when they do, another road alligator will join the jungle out there on our highways.
FACT: It doesn’t matter if the tire is a retread or one that has never been retreaded. If the tire isn’t maintained properly, trouble will happen – more often than not at 3:00 AM in the middle of nowhere on a rainy night.
To blame a retreaded tire for the tire debris (rubber on the road, road alligators, or whatever else you want to call it) on our highways is the same as blaming a vehicle for an accident caused by a drunk driver. The blame is simply misplaced.
The main causes of tire failure are underinflation, overloading (which by definition can cause a tire carrying the normal amount of air to be considered underinflated), mismatching of tires on dual wheel positions, misaligned vehicles or tires worn below the legal limit in the tread area.
Today’s retreaded tires produced by top quality retread plants will perform and deliver mileage comparable – and often times greater than – the best new tires. All at a unit cost averaging as much as 50% lower than the comparable new tire. In addition, the adjustment rate due to manufacturing defects is often LOWER with a high quality retread than with a comparable new tire. 
I’ve been emphasizing the term “top quality” when mentioning retreads and retread plants, because it is vitally important that a prospective user of retreads shop carefully and only deal with retreaders who are using the newest, state of the art non-destructive testing equipment. I am the first to state (although I wish I didn’t have to) that we have bums in our industry, just as there are bums in any industry. 
There are ways that a buyer can insure he or she is dealing with the best and nothing less than the best.
  Here is what we suggest:
• Visit the retreader’s plant and insist on reviewing his adjustment records.
• Be prepared to accept his decision about what can and cannot be retreaded. A top quality retreader will REJECT any casing that is questionable. He is really doing you a favor by refusing to retread anything less than a top candidate casing for another life.
• Insist on a list of satisfied customers and absolutely contact them to learn if they have anything negative to say about the retreader you are considering.
• DO YOUR PART. Furnish the retreader with well cared for casings.
In summary, the reason more government fleets aren’t using retreads is simply because they haven’t done their homework and learned the facts about how good today’s retreads perform. But it needs to be remembered that they are spending taxpayers' money and if they choose to waste it by not retreading tires that have been designed for multiple lives, they may consider that to be their right. Even though we know they are wrong.
For more information, including assistance in arranging for a retread plant tour in your area, or a free Retread Tire Information Packet and DVD, contact us toll free at 888-473-8732 or by email at: info@retread.org.

We will also be happy to conduct a tire maintenance/retreading workshop for your drivers and fleet people at our own expense. Our workshops are always non-commercial. Contact us for more information and available dates.
