OMB, Capital Programming, and Motor Vehicles- What does this have to do with managing my agency’s fleet?

In June 2006, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) published a revision to the Capital Programming Guide, a supplement to OMB Circular No. A–11
Part 7- Planning, Budgeting, Acquisition, And Management of Capital Assets.  
The revised Guide expands upon the original concepts from 1997 that were not fully developed in the first Guide.   One of the most important items of interest to fleet managers is the new language specifically including motor vehicles and aircraft as capital assets requiring a formal capital programming process.  
What is capital programming?  Capital programming, as defined in the OMB Circular A-11, is an integrated process within an agency for planning, budgeting, procurement, and management of the agency’s capital assets to achieve agency strategic goals and objectives with the lowest life-cycle cost and least risk.  
What does this have to do with managing your fleet?  The capital programming requirement governing the acquisition and management of your fleet means you will be required to complete an OMB Circular A-11, Exhibit 300- a Capital Asset Plan and Business Case.  Historically, Exhibit 300’s have been used for major Information Technology (IT) investments.  Agency Fleet Managers will need to work closely with their Agency Budget offices and their OMB Budget Examiners to determine how and when this requirement must be completed.   Exhibit 300’s are sent to OMB in your agency’s annual budget submission and updated by your agency as needed to reflect funding decisions by OMB or requests for additional resources. 
GSA is working to develop a guide to help facilitate your agency’s completion of Exhibit 300’s for motor vehicles and aircraft.   The GSA guide will help simplify the Exhibit 300 process and highlight only the areas required for motor vehicles and aircraft.  If you would like to participate in this activity or have any questions, please contact Connie Aaron at 202-208-7634 or email connie.aaron@gsa.gov. 

