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ODDS & ENDS
Items Sold to the Public by U.S. GSA

· U.S. Forest Service trucks and houses for employees. Here's a good chance to get a good rig at a good value—as long as you don't mind driving a truck that is Forest Service green. Twenty-five vehicles were auctioned off in an online auction through the U.S. General Services Administration. Also, the U.S. Forest Service sold residential properties in New Meadows and Council, Idaho. The homes were once used to house federal employees. 
· Vacant federal office space. The L. Mendel Rivers Federal Building—government property since it was completed more than 40 years ago—is now in private hands. An Atlanta-based real estate developer submitted the high bid for the vacant office property in an online auction, and closed the $15 million deal with the U.S. General Services Administration. 

· Historic federal buildings. 
· For sale: Historic, five-story, brick federal office building near major freeways and public transportation routes in downtown Seattle. Built in 1932, the former Immigration and Natural Services building comprises 77,000-square-foot and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The winning bidder must agree to preserve the building in its original state. GSA decided to go the auction route after talks with city officials over the fate of the building broke down after years of negotiating fair market value. 
· The L. Mendel Rivers Federal Building—government property since it was completed more than 40 years ago—is now in private hands. An Atlanta-based real estate developer submitted the high bid for the vacant office property in an online auction, and closed the $15 million deal with the U.S. General Services Administration.
· Obsolete manufacturing or military sites.
· The 3,700 acre El Toro Air Station in California sold for $650 million. This is the highest bid the federal government has ever received for a property online since the GSA started running Web auctions.
· An historic Martin aircraft manufacturing plant in Baltimore was sold for $35.1 million to an anonymous developer via GSA’s online auction system. The site was part of the former World War II-era bomber plant.
· A dormant federal fuel depot that was used by the Air Force for nearly 50 years to deliver jet fuel to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton will be put up for sale by GSA. The site has caught the eye of one of the nation's largest producers of bio-diesel fuel, which wants to use the depot's fuel storage capability. Besides economic development, the facility could be important in furthering the nation’s goal of energy independence. The 66-acre site has been idle since 1998. The fuel depot property has six storage tanks capable of holding more than 20 million gallons of fuel.
· A former missile defense base in Woolwich Township, NJ, has been taking up valuable real estate, depriving the township of properties that could provide some tax relief to residents. The site, which was to fire interceptor missiles at Soviet rockets destined for major U.S. cities, was abandoned in 1974 and has been crumbling ever since. Owned by the General Services Administration, the 32-acre site is expected to be sold to a developer, with 15 acres to be redeveloped for commercial use, and the remaining space to be preserved as open space. Remediation of any hazardous materials has already been completed by the township government. 

· A vacant Marine Corps Air Station in Orange County, CA, will be auctioned off online. Developers will compete in an online auction for three parcels of prime real estate at the vacant 1,600-acre Tustin Marine Corps Air Station.
· Lighthouses no longer in service. 
· Since 2000, the U.S. Coast Guard has been turning over the business of maintaining the lighthouses to nonprofits, state and local governments or private citizens.… The Chesapeake Bay has 30 lighthouses, about 15 of which have been transferred or sold in the past seven years. 
· A 53-year-old California attorney was the winning bidder in the federal government's online auction for the Fourteen Foot Bank Lighthouse in the Delaware Bay. It is the second lighthouse the person has purchased from the federal government—in 2006, he bought the fire-gutted Bloody Point Lighthouse in the Chesapeake Bay for $100,000, which he is restoring for use as a summer getaway.
· Lighthouses that remain in limited service or are historic.
· In 2006, a bidder paid $260,000 for the Baltimore Harbor Lighthouse, which sits in the Magothy River and was the last lighthouse built on the Chesapeake Bay. Also in 2006, the red-brick Sandy Point Shoal Lighthouse outside Annapolis went for $250,000. 
· Available: One-of-a-kind historic waterfront property, 59 feet high, with unobstructed views. Charming circular floor plan. Lots of light. Offered "as is." Under the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act, The Whaleback Ledge Lighthouse is being offered at no cost to other federal, state and local agencies, nonprofits, educational or community development organizations for recreation, cultural, educational or historic preservation purposes. The Coast Guard will continue to operate and maintain the automated beacon.

· A vast assortment of second-hand goods. Need 11,760 bottles of spring water? How about 88 hydraulic servo valves, a bingo machine, 2,855 pounds of titanium bars, or a 1965 Pettibone forklift truck with carburetor issues? If so, check out GovSales.gov, where the government lists surplus property offered for sale. 
•
Fells Point. Perhaps the most memorable offering was the online auction of Ritz Cabaret, a Fells Point strip club seized in 2002 after its owner was convicted of hiring illegal immigrants and laundering drug money. The club sold for more than $1 million later that year.
· An old electrical plant. Richard, owner of Burlington-based American Media International (AMI), was the highest bidder at the public auction for the long-abandoned Western Electric plant in east Burlington, VT. Bidding for the property started at $100,000 and rose to $950,000 within minutes before reaching the final sale price of $1,585,000. The plant has been empty since 1991 and has seen the area around it go from Burlington's richest to a part of town that is lagging behind the west side of town in investment and wealth. Selling the property would put it on the tax rolls for the first time in decades.






	
For more information, visit www.GovSales.gov.
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