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MEMORANDUM FOR HEADS OF SERVICES AND STAFF OFFICES
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATORS
FEDERAL ACQUISITION SERVICE ASSISTANT REGIONAL
- ADMINISTRATORS, ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS, CHIEF
INFORMATION OFFICER, AND CONTROLLER

a i

SERVICE (Q)

FROM: -JAMES A. WILLIAM
COMMISSIONER -
FEDERAL ACQUISITI

SUBJECT: Department of Defense Use of GSA

| am pleased to report that the Department of Defense (DOD) continues to encourage
the use of the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA), its contract vehicles, and its
assisted acquisition services to help DOD activities accomplish their missions. Attached
are copies of some of the most recent statements made by senior DOD officials on this
subject for your information and dissemination.

Mr. Kenneth Kreig, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and
Logisitics, issued a memorandum dated April 12, 2007, regarding the GSA
Governmentwide Acquisition Contract (GWAC) for service-disabled, veteran-owned
small businesses, stating, “l urge the acquisition community and major commands to
use this GSA contract vehicle to meet the three percent procurement goal established
by Congress and incorporated into the DOD Service-Disabled, Veteran-Owned Small
Business Strategic Plan, which is posted at www.acq.osd.mil/osbp/programs/veterans.”
On May 2, 2007, he told Military Information Technology that, “while we have made

progress toward meeting the goal, we still have Iong way to go. We must pursue this
goal with vigor.”

Mr. Shay Assad, Director of Defense Procurement and Acquisition Policy (DPAP), was
quoted in the Aprll 24, 2007, issue of Government Executive: “GSA has made
significant progress correctmg problems that surfaced in 2003. GSA’s Get it Right
program was important,” he said, “because the Defense Depar‘[ment won'’t talk to an
agency that can't get it right.”
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I am pleased to report that the Department of Defense (DOD) continues to encourage the use of the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA), its contract vehicles, and its assisted acquisition service to help DOD activities accomplish their missions.  Attached are copies of some of the most recent statements made by senior DOD officials on this subject for your information and dissemination.

Mr. Kenneth Kreig, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, issued a memorandum dated April 12, 2007, regarding the GSA Governmentwide Acquisition Contract (GWAC) for service-disabled, veteran-owned small businesses, stating, “I urge the acquisition community and major commands to use this GSA contract vehicle to meet the three percent procurement goal established by Congress and incorporated into the DOD Service-Disabled, Veteran-Owned Small Business Strategic Plan, which is posted at www.acq.osd.mil/osbp/programs/veterans.”  On May 2, 2007, he told Military Information Technology that, “while we have made progress toward meeting the goal, we still have long way to go.  We must pursue this goal with vigor.”
Mr. Shay Assad, Director of Defense Procurement and Acquisition Policy (DPAP), was quoted in the April 24, 2997, issue of Government Executive: “GSA has made significant progress correcting problems that surfaced in 2003.  GSA’s Get it Right program was important,” he said, “because the Defense Department won’t talk to an agency that can’t get it right.”
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[image: image2.png]Speaking at the GSA Expo in Orlando, Florida, on May 15, 2007, Mr. Michael Canales,
a procurement analyst at DPAP, stated that DOD contracting officers have “bad
information” suggesting that they should not use GSA, and “...we want you [DOD] to
use GSA...to get the job done. There is just too much work to do to duplicate the
services GSA already provides.”

The Department of Defense continues to be one of our largest-and most important
customers. We are continually working to maintain and improve that valuable
relationship by improving our services to exceed DOD’s expectations in a professional
and cost effective manner—from developing an acquisition plan to contract close-out.
As the fiscal year draws to a close, we will work with DOD and adhere to its policies to
ensure that the Department receives compliant solutions to meet its needs in a timely
fashion. v ' :

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.
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