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GSA's Public Buildings Service worked with the City of El Paso and the State of Texas to fund much needed improvements to the Bridge of the Americas Port of Entry in El Paso.  Since the passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement, the traffic in goods and people at the Mexican border has risen dramatically.  Several existing border stations are in need of modernization; however, the GSA lacks the available funding to address these needs.

The Transportation Equity Act of the 21st Century (TEA-21) appropriated funds to the Department of Transportation to make necessary improvements at border stations along the Mexican border.  The State of Texas and El Paso had requested additional traffic inspection lanes and other improvements to ease the flow of traffic into the United States.

GSA obtained funding for a portion of the upgrade to the Bridge of the Americas Port of Entry.  It then entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with the State of Texas, by which the state would fund the remainder of the project, using funding from the Federal Highway Administration provided for under another section of the TEA-21.  The success of this effort can be seen by the fact that TEA-21 funding is being requested for other projects at several border stations.

For additional information, contact Ms. Shirley Rohmer at (817) 978-7096 or via e-mail at shirley.rohmer@gsa.gov.

