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USPS National Tax Appeal Program

U.S. Postal Service

The United States Postal Service (USPS) established, for the first time in its history, a systematic and comprehensive national tax appeal program for approximately 13,000 properties within the United States Postal Service’s leased portfolio, for which reimbursement of real estate taxes is mandated by the applicable lease agreements.

The USPS crafted an overarching contract document that defined the scope of the task to include a wide range of over-assessed properties, including not only mammoth urban processing centers and distribution centers in excess of 1,000,000 square feet but a multitude of smaller rural leased properties as well.  They completed an integrated Atlas tax database, comprising the entire leased portfolio of the Postal Service, with the capability to provide detailed property specific tax information including tax parcel identification numbers, and possessing a powerful range of software applications for analytical use.  They also instituted an internal payment and reporting system for the program, which satisfies contingency fee obligations resulting from successful appeals and provides an efficient means of tracking the progress of this national initiative.

Success Indicators of this initiative to date are:

· Filing of approximately 2,000 real estate tax appeals during the initial two years of the program

· Documented first year tax savings during this time period of approximately $3,000,000

· Enhanced capability to pursue multiple complex major appeals as evidenced by successful actions in Kearny, New Jersey, Des Moines, Iowa, and Oakland, CA

· Compilation and entry of property specific information for over 90% of the database

· Facilitation of the payment of tax bills by USPS Facilities Service Offices in the field, via access to the tax parcel master list within the customized database developed for this program.

For more information, please contact Mr. Edward J. Rynne, Jr. at (703) 526-2856 or by email at erynne1@email.usps.gov.

