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The Old Federal Building Post Office (FB/PO) in Albuquerque, New Mexico, is located just one block from historic U.S. Route 66 in the heart of the city’s downtown.  Completed in 1908, the building originally housed New Mexico’s largest Post Office on its first floor and the District Court in its sky-lit octagonal courtroom on the second floor.  The handsome, three-story, red clay tile-roofed structure, held a prominent place on Albuquerque’s “Banker’s Row” and stood for more than three-quarters-of-a-century as a community landmark and symbol of civic pride.  The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

Nevertheless, as increased demands were placed on the court system and federal space needs changed, the building took on a variety of smaller federal and non-federal tenants until 2001 when, greatly underutilized, the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) vacated the building in the hope of attracting a larger, single, alternative-use tenant.  Awaiting a proposal that would demonstrate the highest and best use of the facility, the building sat vacant with its future uncertain and condition threatened.

In 2004, Amy Biehl High School (ABHS) entered in a long-term lease agreement with GSA to occupy the building for a nominal rent of $100/month. With help from the New Mexico Legislature, GSA, private foundations, private contributions, and bank financing, ABHS secured $3.7 million in funding to remove hazardous materials, replace infrastructure, undertake restoration, and transform the 52,000 square-foot building.  Partition walls and suspended ceilings were demolished and removed to make the asset more functional, the octagonal courtroom was recaptured with the removal of five-partitioned office spaces inserted years earlier, sprinklers were added, and the overall building functionality and appearance were improved.  

By improving performance and maintaining this historic asset in our inventory, these investments in the FB/PO through alternative funding sources have allowed GSA to comply with:

· Executive Order 13327 regarding Federal Asset Management

· GSA Public Buildings Service Real Property Asset Management Plan in the area of portfolio restructuring

· Executive Order 13287, “Preserve America” 

Alternative investments through sources outside of GSA have resulted in a savings for GSA of approximately $6.5 million over the next 10 years through cost avoidance strategies, have eliminated 52,000 square feet of vacancy in our inventory, reduced operating/security costs from approximately $127,000/year in Fiscal Year 2005 to a projection of zero in Fiscal Year 2008, and allowed GSA to meet community needs in Albuquerque.

On January 18, 2006, ABHS opened its doors to its students in a GSA owned asset, with a goal of educating approximately 250 students each year for the next 60 years. ABHS will provide a significant estimated benefit to taxpayers: a cost of approximately $17,000 per student, or one-third the cost of nearby suburban high schools.  Additionally, more than 93 percent of ABHS students and staff use public transportation – further supporting the city and its services.
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