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Fort Hood encompasses over 214,000 acres and has a daytime population of over 70,000 people. Because sustainability is important to ensure training capabilities well into the 21st century, Fort Hood prides itself on many programs aimed at protecting the environment.  

Through tireless efforts over the past year, Fort Hood environmental programs have:

· Slowed sedimentation rates

· Improved air quality

· Improved water quality

· Decreased energy consumption at astounding rates. 

Although Fort Hood employs a multitude of efforts to sustain the environment, three sustainable building products are addressed here:

· Agriboard is a new building product used on Fort Hood. Agriboard, a building material comprised of compressed wheat fiber, is a viable alternative to standard frame construction. 

· Waterless urinals are also being installed in new and existing buildings on the installation. Every waterless urinal installed can save as much as 40,000 gallons of water a year.
· Porous paving is a practical alternative to traditional concrete or asphalt areas. Porous paving greatly reduces runoff while eliminating a need for detention ponds and drainage systems.  

These improvements have lead to improvements across the cities and counties surrounding Fort Hood, as much of the drinking water is derived from the lake to which Fort Hood property drains, and encroachment of local towns has left no buffer to keep our environmental problems within the fence line of the installation.  Fort Hood has received acknowledgement from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and the Environmental Protection Agency, which has resulted in fewer audits and an increased awareness of environmental success by the public and other agencies. Further, our local Environmental Management System and Installation Design Guide enforce the consideration of sustainable designs into new projects. Many of the projects implemented on Fort Hood are pilot programs, which are closely monitored by state agencies and local regulators.

These original solutions lead the way in sustainability and preservation of the integrity of natural resources on the installation. Our processes help installations, state agencies and other groups understand what works, and what should be avoided, in environmental efforts. Because both managers and employees have come on-board in support of Fort Hood’s many environmental initiatives, new practices and ideas are easily implemented into activities on the installation. Having an installation-wide approach and acceptance to environmental programs helps ensure they will be successful.  

Since implementing various environmental programs across Fort Hood, such as use of Agriboard, porous paving, and waterless urinals, the installation has saved a great deal of money while operating more efficiently and effectively over the past year. Although the savings and advancements outlined in this practice show Fort Hood’s success over a period of one year, the benefits will be reaped for years to come.  Some programs may be terminated, and others added, as the installation strives to stay at the forefront as a leader in Environmental Stewardship and Sustainability.
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