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Heartland Realty Helps SSA Stay Green Within Budget

In 2007, the GSA Heartland Public Buildings Service Realty Services Division began delivery of a 23,522 usable square-feet build-to-suit lease building for the Social Security Administration in Wichita, Kansas

The project team embraced the goals of creating energy-efficient, environmentally-friendly buildings. The leasing team and building designers also had the objective of obtaining LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification with silver designation. 

Due to the economy, all government agencies were operating under tight budgetary constraints, so the sustainability aspect of the project had to be financially feasible. 

The project strengthened the commitment GSA made to the new mandate for federal agencies to design and construct LEED certified buildings. This direction raised the bar on the quality and efficiency of GSA buildings. All build-to-suit projects, whether small single-agency buildings or complex, prospectus-level, multi-tenant, multi-floor projects, are encouraged to pursue LEED certification. 

To meet the LEED objectives, materials were selected based on durability, regional source, and sustainable features such as recycled content and low emissions. 

Between recycled material, energy savings and using local materials, the SSA project team found innovative solutions to reach the requirements to apply for LEED certification while saving the tenant money.

Cost was the main challenge facing the SSA project team. The team overcame this challenge by finding product substitutes that were environmentally friendly. 

To achieve the points needed to attain LEED Silver, the team focused on using regional materials with some percentage of recycled content. Materials were used including carpet tiles that contain a special fiber technology that passes GSA requirements for permanent stain resistance. The carpet and backing contain a total of 37 percent sustainable content, 35 percent pre-consumer recycled content plus 2 percent renewable content. 

One particularly innovative feature of the project is the metallic wall tile used in the restrooms. 

On the exterior of the building, there are signs and designated parking spaces for low-emitting and fuel efficient vehicles.

With a large or small budget, sustainable design can be attained. The Heartland Region has obtained LEED certification for several buildings in its region providing sustainability, quality, and efficiency. 
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