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Political Travel on Government Owned, Chartered or Leased Aircraft


General Information
· Political travel is any travel in support of a political campaign; 
· Political travel on Government Aircraft Permitted?  Yes; 
· Authorities:  

· OMB Circular A126 – Improving the Use of Government Aircraft,
· Federal Travel Regulation (FTR) two parts, §301-10.220 / 265 titled Travel on Government Aircraft and Subpart I -- Polices and Procedures for Agencies that Authorize Travel on Government Aircraft, §301-70.800 through 910, and 
· Federal Election Regulations 11 CFR §106.3 Allocation of expenses between campaign and non-campaign related travel. 
Who Authorizes Political Travel?
· Agency Chief Legal Officer or their principal deputy – For senior Federal officials / non-Federal travelers.
· All other Federal travelers:  general agency approving officials and processes, and must be in writing in advance. (in the case of personal travel)
· Agency must establish written standards for determining the special circumstances under which it will require travelers to use government aircraft.
Reimbursement for Political Travel

· §301-10.264 ( c ) For political travel on a Government aircraft (i.e., for any trip or part of a trip during which you engage in political activities), the Government must be reimbursed the excess of the full coach fare for all flights taken on the trip over the full coach fare for the flights that you would have taken had you not engaged in political activities, except if other law or regulation specifies a different amount (see, e.g., 11 CFR 106.3, “Allocation of Expenses between Campaign and Non-campaign Related Travel.”), in which case the amount reimbursed is the amount required by such law or regulation.  
· Note to §301-10.264: Except for required use travel, any use of Government aircraft for personal or political activities shall not cause an increase in the actual costs to the Government of operating the aircraft. 
Reporting of Political Travel:
· Yes, but only for senior Federal travelers or non-Federal travelers.  Reports are sent to GSA by the agency that owns or hires the Government aircraft.  Reporting occurs every six months based on the fiscal year. 
Additional information Contact
Patrick O’Grady at 202.208.4493 or patrick.ogrady@gsa.gov
