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The1996 Department of Justice Security Study directs federal agencies to heighten security in all federal buildings. New security measures require exterior security cameras. Installing exterior security cameras and equipment at historic properties requires considering carefully: camera location, appropriate technology choices, camouflage techniques and installation methods. The goals are to conceal the equipment from public view and to do no damage to original building materials. 

Follow these guidelines for planning security camera installation at historic buildings. All alteration to historic building exteriors or interior entrances requires external review by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. See second page for necessary review documentation.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Camera Location Considerations

· Locate giving minimal visibility by the public, giving preference to parapet mounting & other locations where cameras are not noticeable to building visitors & passers by.

· Mount as high above grade as possible. 

· Mount cameras on nearby building roofs, with no impact on historic buildings. 

· Mount on parapet anchoring into the masonry joints in the back of the parapet.

· Use alternative camera positions that minimize visibility from public space. For example, mount cameras on the rear side of portals to parking areas, anchoring only in masonry joints. 

· Mount on freestanding poles, if necessary, to avoid damage to facade materials. Use this option only if none of the above options are available.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Camera Technology

· The appropriate equipment selection depends on location and ability to camouflage housing successfully. 

· The camera and housing selected should be the smallest possible that meets security requirements.

· Use of separate component system will be used, if it is not possible to locate the globe housing inconspicuously.

· If globe housings are required they will be acceptable if the camera position and housing treatment can be installed inconspicuously. For example, in such a manner that camera housing does not attract attention and an individual would have to make an effort to see it. Housing will be painted a flat color to match surrounding materials.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Camouflage Techniques

· Paint camera housing, color match to surrounding building materials.

· Color match any supports or brackets for new equipment to the existing materials. 

· Minimize visible exterior wiring. Where unavoidable, color match wiring to the original building material to reduce the visual impact.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Installation Methods

· Never anchor camera, brackets or any security equipment directly into stone or brick.

· Use only reversible mounting techniques to avoid damage to building materials. 

a. Use mortar joints for anchoring brackets. 

b. Specify rust resistant brackets to prevent staining of the building materials. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Preservation Report Format for External Reviews

Binding: Sized to fit compactly in letter sized file drawer. Do not submit 3 ring binders.

Cover: Building name, Address, Project title, Project Control Number, Agency Project Manager, Author, Historic Preservation Team Member's (HPTM) Signature, and Date of Submission.

Executive Summary: 

Scope and purpose of project 

Individuals and groups involved: A/E firm, Preservation Consultant (firm and primary individual), GSA Project Officer, Field Office or Delegated Agency contact, Property Management contact, WPT Preservation Reviewer. 

Site Conditions: 

Building and project location 

Building size, configuration, materials, conditions. 

Include reduced project drawings of site plan, elevations, sections, and details illustrating preservation design solutions and locations. (8 1/2 X 11, bound into report, or folded within report if larger image is required for legibility).

Preservation Design Issues: 

Explain solutions explored, how resolved and why, such as (not inclusive):

Locating new work/installation: visibility, protection of ornamental finishes, cost concerns 

Design of new work/installation: address compatibility with existing original materials, research on original design (if original materials non-extant), materials/finishes chosen 

Method of supporting new work/installation 

Preservation and protection of historic materials 

Include captioned photographs, originals and color photocopies, inserting original negatives in final report. Mount photographs and caption below to conform to 8 1/2 X 11 report format.

Also include technical specifications for repair, restoration, cleaning, alteration, or replication of historic materials and competency of bidder and restoration specialist requirements (009[00] series).

Effects: 

Summarize any effects the project will have on the building's architecturally significant qualities. If there are unavoidable adverse affects, explain measures proposed to mitigate the negative impact of changes.

Addendum: 

Document construction phase changes to approved preservation design solutions. Provide written explanation and applicable drawing details (reduced to 8 1/2 X 11).

