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Think Green! 
An Overview of Environmentally-Friendly Products
VIA GSA’S FEDERAL ACQUISITION SERVICE
As the nation’s premier federal acquisition agency, the General Service Administration (GSA) 
is committed to providing “green” options for federal customers and leading the way in environmentally friendly acquisition practices. 

GSA offers a number of different ways for customer agencies to meet their procurement needs while also complying with federal environmental laws and regulations. Some of our most popular environmentally friendly options are:

· Purchasing options: To help customers select environmentally-friendly products for their agencies, searches in the GSA Advantage!® and GSA Global Supply online purchasing systems can be customized to search by specific environmental attributes—for example, to find products made using recycled materials. 
To make choosing environmentally-friendly products even easier, GSA has also added an “Environmental Aisle” to the GSA Advantage!® online shopping experience. Customers are encouraged to purchase products designated for preferred procurement: biobased and recycled content, ENERGY STAR- and Federal Energy Management Program- (FEMP) qualified, water efficient, and non-ozone depleting materials.

· Environmentally-friendly product options

Energy-efficient products: GSA continues to partner with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Energy’s Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP) to offer the federal community a broad range of energy efficient products. Energy-efficient products are identified in the online purchasing system with the ENERGY STAR label or FEMP symbol, which designate those products as meeting or exceeding the energy-efficient criteria for federal government purchasing.
Recycled products: In addition to working with the EPA to ensure a varied selection of energy-efficient products for federal agencies to purchase, GSA is also working to provide products with recycled content to help customers meet federal regulations. GSA contracting experts have revised purchasing documents to accommodate EPA recycled content levels and make it easier for customers to make green purchases. Products with recycled content are identified in the online purchasing system with either a Comprehensive Procurement Guideline (CPG) or recycling symbol.
Pollution prevention products: GSA also engages in clean air and water initiatives focused on the reduction and prevention of pollution. To help attain these environmental goals, GSA contracts for applicable chemical items in the supply system to have reduced pollutants—items such as:  paints, coatings, sealants, cleaners, and degreasers.  GSA modified product specifications for these types of items to require the reduction or elimination of detrimental components.
· Environmental management: In addition to products, GSA offers environmental and energy management services that help customer agencies meet federal environmental, health, and safety regulations. The Environmental Management Schedule covers environmental planning, compliance, occupational training, waste management, and recycling and reclamation services. The Facilities Maintenance and Management Schedule includes energy management program support and energy audit-related services. 
· Other GSA efforts: GSA continues to pursue other ways to provide customers with environmentally friendly products. GSA has modified product specifications for paints, cleaning supplies, and other chemical products to require the reduction/elimination of detrimental components.
· Additional resources: The GSA Environmental Products website (www.gsa.gov/enviro) contains a wealth of information that federal buyers can use as a tool to locate the various environmental products and services, as well as research environmental laws, relevant Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) clauses, and presidential Executive Orders that support the environmental products and services offered. The GSA Environmental Programs website also facilitates the acquisition of environmental products and services by establishing links to GSA online purchasing systems and Schedules e-Library (www.gsa.gov/elibrary), the GSA online schedule vendor information system.  Visitors to this website can link to other federal environmental websites, including the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive (OFEE) website, the EPA Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP) website, and the EPA Comprehensive Procurement Guideline (CPG) website.
GSA has also developed informational presentations and articles on environmentally friendly products and regulations, and publishes an annual environmental issue of MarkeTips—GSA’s bimonthly procurement magazine—which highlights environmentally friendly products and services.

For the latest on information on GSA’s environmental efforts, please bookmark www.gsa.gov/enviro. 

	
For more information about GSA’s sustainability initiatives, 
visit gsa.gov and click on “Go Green.”
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