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Why Use GSA FTS?

GSA FTS is a leader in
providing technology to all
geographical locations
nationally and internationally.
GSA FTS has been a long-
standing partner to the Indian
Health Service.

With this partnership, the
Consortium brings broad-
band technology to Indian
Country in Northern New
Mexico, and broadband
capabilities allow other
federal agencies and tribal
governments to purchase
routers, servers, and other
computing technology for use
with this high-speed access.
These accomplishments are
significant and noteworthy
because the existing Local
Exchange Carriers were
unable to develop cost-effec-
tive broadband solutions.
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Mission

A statistical brief prepared by the Bureau of
the Census cited less than 53 percent of
Indian homes on the reservations had a
telephone. On the Navajo Nation, 81.6
percent of the homes do not have a
telephone. In comparison, only 5 percent of
homes in the United States (US) were without
a telephone and even in rural locations in the
US this number was only 9 percent.

Mission Accomplished

In partnership with the Indian Health Service
(IHS), the GSA FTS Greater Southwest
Region team installed microwave links to
support President Clinton’s visit to Shiprock,
NM in June 2000. This connectivity was then
utilized to support the Northem Navajo
Medical Center's Telemedicine project and the
NASA Virtual Collaborative Clinic. This link
provides a 10-base, T-LAN connection and a
T-carrier point-to-point for two tandem NEAX
switches with PRI capabilities that are not
available through the present LEC offerings.

Sara Crazy Thunder, GSA FTS Region 7

After Clinton’s visit to the Navajo Nation, the
IHS and GSA FTS took the initiative to
develop the Native American High Speed
Broad Band Consortium to share this
broadband technology with the community.
The mission of the Consortium is to assess
the needs in northern New Mexico to

“Bridge the Digital Divide” for all other Tribal
Nations and federal agencies.

The Consortium members include GSA's
Federal Technology Service, Indian Health
Service, Navajo Nation, Navajo Nation tribal
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government offices and associated tribal
organization, Dine Tribal College, Pueblo of
Zuni, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

The GSA and IHS faced almost
insurmountable problems because
broadband capabilities are scarce in remote,
rural and non-metropolitan areas. The
solution was to bundle Tribal and Federal
Agency requirements, and supply the much-
needed bandwidth by using Government
furnished microwave systems and
establishing a LANI into the GSA FTS2001
network. The Consortium requirements
include 22 T1s for the Consortium in
Shiprock and the vicinity. Through GSA FTS,
Consortium requirements are supplied by
one DS3, provided by MCI WORLDCOM in
Albuquerque. This cost saving to the IHS
is estimated at $250,000 per year. The
GSA and IHS long-term plan is to build a
backbone infrastructure capable of
supporting OC3 speeds or higher.

> Telephone switches, telephone

GSAFTS in partnership with the Indian instruments and riser cables.

Health Service, “Bridged the Digital Divide” » FTS2001 services such as frame

in direct response to President Clinton’s relay, asynchronous transfer mode,

challenge to Indian Country. The broadband DS1, DS3, 0C3, 0C12 and other LEC

integrated solution includes the following and CLEC carrier services.

elements: > Specified increments of bandwidth.
Necessary maintenance and access

> Transmission media, such as
microwave radio, fiber and copper.

«‘ > Routers, work station wiring, repeaters
and personal computers.

arrangements.
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