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GSA Automotive


November 16, 2007
Dear GSA Automotive Customers:

In CY2006, GSA distributed several letters informing our customers of the upcoming environmental regulations associated with on-highway vehicles equipped with diesel engines and the impact to our FY2007 procurement programs. The EPA’s on-highway heavy diesel engine emissions requirements, which became effective January 1, 2007, are applicable to all vehicles over 8500 pounds GVWR including pick-ups, light, medium and heavy cab chassis/trucks, ambulances, buses, wreckers and carriers ordered through GSA starting in FY2007. 
A new exhaust component installed on the diesel powered vehicles that reduces emissions in the form of particulate matter (soot) is a Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF). The DPF removes soot through a catalytic process, similar to catalytic converter on gasoline powered vehicles. Each OEM has developed their own proprietary strategies to regenerate (clean) the DPF including the controls, sensors, warning lights and operator indicators. The regeneration process, including the frequency of and duration, is not standardized across industry.
It is important to understand this regeneration process and how it may affect the functionality of the vehicle you may be operating. The OEMS have worked diligently to make this process as transparent as possible to the operators; however, in some instances operator intervention may be required to assure uninterrupted service from their vehicles. 
GSA highly recommends that vehicle owners, operators and maintenance staff familiarize themselves with these new emission control systems by reading the OEM operator manuals provided with each vehicle. Failure to adhere to the OEM’s instructions, recommendations and warnings published in their manuals may result in unexpected vehicle downtime, servicing not covered under warranty and/or other non-reimbursable expenses.
Hopefully, this information is helpful for your planning purposes. Should you have any further questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact us on our CARS number at (703) 605-2277, or by e-mail at vehiclebuying@gsa.gov.
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