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U.S. General Services Administration Announces Public Scoping Meeting for the Proposed Relocation of the Social Security Administration’s Metro West Facility
Philadelphia – The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) is proposing to relocate a portion of the Social Security Administration (SSA) headquarters located at the Metro West facility to a new leased constructed facility within the City of Baltimore, Maryland.  The current facility is located at 300 N. Greene Street in Baltimore.  
The two sites under consideration are: the Bon Secours’ Liberty Village site, located at 2600 Liberty Heights Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland; and the Maryland Department of Transportation Wabash Avenue Site, located at 6100 Wabash Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland.
In order to determine potential environmental, social, cultural and natural effects from the proposed relocation, GSA is preparing an Environmental Assessment.  GSA has also initiated consultation with the Maryland Historical Trust as part of the National Historic Preservation Act’s Section 106 process.  
The public can learn more about the project and have an opportunity to provide feedback during a public scoping meeting.   The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 19, 2008 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  It will be held in the Delta Room of the Delta Community Center located at 2501 Springhill Avenue in Baltimore.  The purpose of the public scoping meeting is to allow GSA, through an early and open process, to determine the overall focus of the Environmental Assessment and to identify the significant issues related to our proposed action. 
"We are pleased we have reached this milestone and look forward to working with SSA, our partners and our many stakeholders to select the best site alternative for the Metro West facility,” said Regional Administrator Barbara L. Shelton.   A final decision on a preferred site is expected by the end of the year.
Agencies and the public may provide written comments on the scoping issues and the Section 106 process.  Written comments must be postmarked no later than June 23, 2008, and sent to the following address:

U.S. General Services Administration

Attention: Courtenay Hoernemann
The Strawbridge Building
20 North Eighth Street, 8th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Courtenay.Hoernemann@gsa.gov

For further information contact GSA at 215.446.4710.
####

GSA provides a centralized delivery system of products and services to the federal government, leveraging its enormous buying power to get the best value for taxpayers.
• Founded in 1949, GSA manages more than one-fourth of the government’s total procurement dollars and influences the management of $500 billion in federal assets, including 8,600 government-owned or leased buildings and 208,000 vehicles. 
• GSA helps preserve our past and define our future, as a steward of more than 425 historic properties, and as manager of USA.gov, the official portal to federal government information and services.
• GSA’s mission to provide superior workplaces, expert technology solutions, acquisition services, purchasing and E-Gov travel solutions and management policies, at best value, allows federal agencies to focus on their core missions.
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