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BEST POLICY AWARD WINNER.  GSA’s PBS launched a comprehensive Sustainable Design Strategy to incorporate sustainable principles into all of its business practices.  These include siting, planning, design, construction, repair, alteration, leasing and deconstruction of federal facilities. PBS was recognized for its efforts by receiving one of the 2000 GSA Achievement Awards for Real Property Innovation in the Best Policy category.

PBS was driven by their sense of stewardship and business imperatives, recognizing the interrelationship between the built environment and the community.  Equally important was providing customers with healthy, productive and environmentally benign workplaces.

Build Green features include:

· Reuse of existing space and materials

· Increased use of daylighting

· Reduced energy consumption

· Use of environmentally preferable building materials and maintenance products

· Quality indoor environments

PBS’ strategy was to target three areas—commitment at the strategic level (top-down), processes, and people (bottom-up).  Top-down commitment came from the PBS Commissioner.  Short, middle and long range goals were developed, including increased purchase and use of products made with recycled materials; reduction, reuse and recycling of construction and demolition debris, and incorporation of sustainable design principles into all capital projects.  Pertinent documents and processes were identified and modified accordingly.  

In a departure from traditional strategies, most of the efforts were focused on people.  An incentive program aptly entitled “Demolition Derby” was developed to achieve the goal of construction waste management.  

An extensive education and training program was undertaken and targeted at working level regional personnel.  A sustainability matrix was developed to assist professionals in recognizing opportunities to Build Green.  The web-based Whole Building Design Guide, which can be accessed at www.wbdg.org, is a tool available to all interested parties in the federal community and in industry.  

The most significant achievement has been the incorporation of the Build Green policy into PBS business processes.  Notably, the Heartland Region developed a comprehensive regional plan for Build Green that was recognized at the White House Closing the Circle Award Ceremony and in a letter from the Vice President of the United States.

PBS has demonstrated that Build Green can be successfully incorporated into any organization and can be achieved without higher costs.  As PBS states, “Sustainable design is good design—buildings that make sense, are responsive to the environment and have a lesser impact on the environment.”


For additional information, contact Ms. Debra Yap at (202) 501-4373 or via e-mail at debra.yap@gsa.gov.

