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NASA/CMU Historic Lease

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

The NASA Ames Research Center and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) have established an active collaborative partnership focused on research and education.  The partnership has resulted in the adaptive reuse of underutilized historic structures in the Shenandoah Historic District and the furtherance of NASA’s research and educational mission.

The Ames Research Center, founded back in 1939 in the heart of Silicon Valley, provides research support to NASA in the fields of information technology, biotechnology, astrobiology, nanotechnology, and human factors.  In 1994, the Navy transferred the 1,500-acre Naval Air Station Moffett Field to NASA, including the Shenandoah Historic District with its collection of Spanish Colonial Revival and Art Modern style buildings that reflect the nation’s naval aviation history.  With limited resources, NASA was unable to properly maintain these historic structures that needed seismic retrofitting, improvements to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, and other repairs to restore the facilities to a useful state.

CMU and NASA partnered to sign a 15-year lease for two buildings at the former Naval Air Station.  CMU is spending an estimated $5.6 million to rehabilitate the historic structures as well as adjacent cultural landscape to bring the buildings in compliance with all codes and laws.  The partnership will allow CMU to physically locate its High Dependability Computing Program and other educational and research programs at the Ames Research Center to collaborate with NASA.  This is the first step CMU is taking to establish its Carnegie West campus at NASA’s Research Park in the Bay Area.  NASA is able to restore these historic properties to a first class condition, while avoiding an estimated $111,600 in annual operating, maintenance, and repair costs.

For more information, contact Ms. Mejghan Haider at 650-604-4771 or via e-mail at mejghan.k.haider@nasa.gov
