Industry Government Council

November 14, 2001

Meeting Notes

The Industry Government Council was briefed by Doris Marsh on GSA E-buy, GSA’s electronic quotation transmittal system.  E-Buy is in the process of restructuring the site to make it more consistent with the FSS schedules and their Special Item Numbers. This should make it much more user friendly, both for the Government procurement teams and for industry.  A side benefit of fixing the current problems with E-Buy, is that the system could well be the saving grace” for the Multiple Award Schedule program if Sections 801 and 803 to the Defense Authorization Act (even in their modified forms) are passed and implemented.

An update on the upcoming Professional Services Expo (PSX) was provided. The training packages for both Government customers and industry are shaping up well. This conference will replace the “Wheel of Services” that was held last year and really well done. It was acknowledged that it would be good to have training for both Government and Industry included this year.  The schedule is firming up but the Council is pushing for more training sessions to be added if at all possible.  Booth sales are a little slow, but that may be a factor that the word is not getting out about PSX exhibiting opportunities and the Council discussed ways to improve information dissemination.  All members were encouraged to promote PSX to both Government and Industry folks involved with the acquisition of services to participate. PSX will be a great opportunity to learn how to use the schedules program effectively.

The concerns about the Professional Engineering Services schedule by societies representing Architectural and Engineering professionals was discussed.  The Council disagrees with their contention that all engineering work (including things like aerospace engineering, spacecraft remote sensing, and information systems architecture development) was subject to the Brooks Act and FAR Part 36 and should not be procured under either FAR Part 15 or the GSA Schedules Program, but they apparently have a strong lobby.  The Services Acquisition Center is researching the Brooks Act/FAR Part 36 issue and may have discussions with groups associated with non-licensed professional engineers such as IEEE, ANSE, etc., and customer organizations in NASA and DOD, in order to understand the viewpoints of many or most of the affected parties.   

There may be a re-organization of the Council committee structure in 2002.  It was proposed that instead of standing committees, the Council consider ad hoc committees that focus on a particular issue (e.g., Other Direct Costs, performanced based contracting, etc.) and cross the lines of the current standing committees.  This approach might spread the work a bit more evenly and facilitate more focused activity on the part of both the Council and the committee. The importance of ensuring significant participation from outside the IGC membership was also discussed.

The Council recapped the year with the consensus that, while we had spent the first year not surprisingly trying to clarify our identity, we had also made some significant contributions both with tangible products like the “Services Conference White Paper”  and in providing a “brain trust” to further the cooperation and partnership among Government customers, GSA and industry.

Adjournment

