ATTACHMENT 5:  Floodplain Protocol and Determination Notice


Protocol:  Continuing Need Lease Actions for Transportation Security Administration (TSA) at U.S. Airports in 100-Year Floodplains

Background.  GSA will execute the appropriate lease action for the continuing need requirements of TSA in support of its inspection and surveillance mission at U.S. airports.  TSA leases typically will not exceed 3,000 square feet at each site and typically will be used as administrative, shift change, and employee break areas.   It is known that a number of U.S. airports are located in 100-year floodplains.  According to Executive Order (EO) 11988 and the GSA Floodplain Management Desk Guide, GSA must conduct the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s eight-step process when locating in a 100-year floodplain.  However, since these lease sites are at established airport facilities that have addressed the necessary floodplain mitigation as part of construction or subsequent renovation, GSA will adapt these prior determinations to support its own floodplain determinations.  Once adapted, the remaining step for GSA is to inform the public of its action and of any steps that will be taken to minimize the risk to TSA and itself.

Action.  The GSA regional environmental quality advisor (REQA) will work closely in partnership with the realty specialists managing this lease process in their region.  REQAs may direct questions to Lee Salviski, PBS Office of Applied Science, at 202-302-3248.

In order to expedite compliance with the EO and GSA guidelines on locating space in a 100-year floodplain, the REQA will:

1.
Verify whether or not the space to be leased is in a 100-year floodplain.
2.
For leases in 100-year floodplains:
a.
Contact the airport facility manager to determine any previous floodplain determination efforts and document any mitigation measures implemented to reduce the risk due to floods.
b.
Complete necessary public notice. 

c.
Issue GSA’s determination with attached copies of the airport’s previous floodplain determinations. 

d.
Post this GSA Determination Notice at inspection sites so that the public is informed.

3.
If this lease is in a 500-year floodplain:
a.
Verify that TSA is not involved in any “critical action.”

b.
Send the TSA regional manager a model letter (see attached) concerning 500-year floodplains and critical actions.
Determination Notice.  Notification is provided to the public that the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) has executed a continuing need lease action for the Transportation Security Administration (TSA), NAME OF AIRPORT, STREET, CITY, STATE.  The lease consists of approximately ____square feet and will be used for administration, shift change, and employee break areas.  It has been determined that this facility and the subsequent GSA lease are located in a 100-year floodplain.  Presidential Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, requires GSA to review its proposed projects for possible alternatives to being located in a floodplain.   Since it is mandatory that TSA be physically located within the boundary of the airport property, there are no viable alternative sites that would meet the requirements of TSA.  The TSA mission and location requirements are considered a “functionally dependent” use.  GSA has reviewed the mitigation measures developed and implemented by the airport facility to minimize the risk associated with being located in a 100-year floodplain.  As a result of this review, GSA has determined that TSA and the public using this lease space are at no greater risk from the floodplain location.  Public comment may be directed to NAME OF REQA, PHONE, E-MAIL, STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE, within 30 days of this notice (DATE NOTICE POSTED).






