ATTACHMENT 6:  Floodplain Critical Action Letter to TSA


 
INSTRUCTION:  IF THE REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ADVISOR HAS DETERMINED THAT THE AIRPORT LOCATION FOR THE PARTICULAR PROCUREMENT IS IN A FLOODPLAIN, THIS LETTER MUST BE PRINTED ON GSA LETTERHEAD WITH THE LEASING SPECIALIST’S CONTACT DETAILS.  THE LETTER MUST BE ADDRESSED TO AND CONCURRED ON BY THE REGIONAL OR NATIONAL FACILITIES REPRESENTATIVE FOR TSA.
Dear NAME OF CLIENT CONTACT:
The delineated area for your space requirement at NAME OF AIRPORT, CITY, STATE is located within [insert one of the following: "a 100-year floodplain and a 500-year floodplain" or "a 500-year floodplain"].  Although any potential property purchase or lease is required to consider alternative locations or mitigation methods if located in a 100-year floodplain, so-called "critical actions" are similarly restricted for placement even in a 500-year floodplain.  Please see the enclosed excerpt from the Floodplain Management Desk Guide that defines critical actions.  In essence, this special classification has an impact on the geographic location of your proposed agency facility or the conditions of your occupancy.  
Based on the attached definitions, does your agency consider your proposed use a critical action?  If your agency does consider it a critical action, then GSA will need to apply the same analysis required in our Desk Guide and Executive Order 11988 that would be applied if your use were not a critical action and just in the 100-year floodplain.

If you do not consider the proposed use to be a critical action, please sign below where indicated and return to the contracting officer.  If you consider the proposed use to be a critical action, please notify the undersigned immediately.
If you have any questions, please call me at __________.

Sincerely, 

Contracting Officer



Senior Asset Manager
Regional Environmental Quality Advisor

On behalf of the Transportation Security Administration, we do not consider the proposed use a critical action based on the attached definition.  

____________________________



______________________

Name







Signature


____________________________



______________________

Title







Date
____________________________

Telephone

Definition of Critical Actions. 

The Water Resources Council’s Floodplain Management Guidelines for Implementing Executive Order 11988 defines a critical action as any activity for which even a slight chance of flooding would be too great a risk (and therefore should be located outside the 500-year floodplain). Examples include storage of irreplaceable records; storage of volatile, toxic, or water-reactive materials; construction or operation of hospitals and schools; and construction or operation of utilities and emergency services that would be inoperative if flooded. Examples of GSA actions that may be critical actions include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Storage of national strategic and critical materials;

(2) Storage of irreplaceable records;

(3) Acquisition of health facilities for client agencies;

(4) Child care facilities; and

(5) Public benefit conveyances for schools, prisons, and some other institutional uses.

Considerations:

If flooded, would the proposed action create an added dimension to the disaster, as could be the case for liquefied natural gas terminals and facilities producing and storing highly volatile, toxic, or water-reactive materials?

Given the flood warning lead-time available, would the occupants of buildings such as hospitals, schools, and nursing homes be insufficiently mobile to avoid loss of life and injury?

Would essential and irreplaceable records be lost?  Would utilities or emergency services stop operating if flooded?







