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THIRD TIME SURE IS THE CHARM!!!

By Laurie S. Feld

FedFleet 2002 Project Manager

Laurie.Feld@gsa.gov

Record success and record attendance at FedFleet 2002!!  

The Third National Federal Fleet Manager Workshop and Information Fair was definitely the most successful one yet.

We had 1,370 total registrants from all over the world, 136 exhibit companies / organizations, and 322 exhibit booth spaces.  

We had 50 breakout workshop training sessions, four general sessions, and over 75 speakers.

Our two pre-conference sessions on Monday, July 22nd (FAST / Fleet Report and Response to Terrorism) were very well received and attracted “standing room only” attendance.

The Exhibitor Information Fair was the largest in FedFleet history with its comprehensive display of products, services, supplies, vehicles, buses, and trucks.  The exhibit hall was designed to be convenient and comfortable with its wide aisles, Cyber Café and Lounge, clearly marked aisles, and distinctive “road” carpet.

Red, White, and Blue décor was used throughout the event – from the colors of the exhibit hall, registration desk, and signs to the awesome balloon displays that added a flash of color and pizzazz.   

The Welcome Reception dazzled attendees with the variety and quality of the food, the vintage car ice sculpture, ample room to network, and the Skip Hawkins Jazz Band and dance floor.

Our keynote presenter, Joe Malarkey, entertained and inspired all attendees with his unique style and held up his reputation as the worst motivational speaker in America.  He made us all laugh while teaching us a valuable lesson about believing in yourself and overcoming the fear of failure.  After hearing Mr. Malarkey, we found ourselves flashing two thumbs up while advising each other to “Choose to Lose!”.

In light of the Office of Management and Budget’s new initiative on fleet reduction and improvements, FedFleet 2002 offered workshops that addressed critical decision-making processes essential to improving fleet operations.  

The Fleet Management Desk Reference display outside the workshop rooms gave attendees a one-on-one view of this Internet based knowledge management and training tool for fleet training, reference material, and regulatory / legislative issuances.

Six agencies held on-site meetings:

· Immigration and Naturalization Service, 

· National Aeronautics and Space Administration,

· U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

· U.S. Department of Energy, 

· U.S. Marine Corps,

· U.S. Navy.

We certainly do appreciate these agencies taking advantage of the opportunity to bring together their associates from headquarters, regional, and field offices to discuss fleet issues relevant to their respective agency.  

The USO Troupe of Metropolitan New York presented a “Salute to America”.  These three talented performers brought the spirit of America to the audience, made us feel proud to be American, and even brought a tear to some of our eyes.  Their performance was presented courtesy of General Motors Fleet Commercial Operations.

We were very pleased to have the following associates from the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) join us and provide very pertinent and significant remarks:

· Stephen A. Perry, Administrator, 

· Thurman Davis, Deputy Administrator, 

· Barney Brasseux , Assistant Commissioner, Office of Vehicle Acquisition and Leasing, Federal Supply Service.

Sincere thanks to:

· All attendees, 

· All speakers,

· All exhibitors,

· The interagency FedFleet 2002 planning committee,

· The sponsors – Federal Fleet Policy Council, the U.S. Department of Energy, the GSA Office of Governmentwide Policy, Visa USA, and MasterCard International,

· A-S-K Associates Conference Management Group,

· Balloons by Tammy,

· CMI Communications (audiovisual contractor),

· Eddys’ Catering,

· Geo E. Fern (exposition service contractor),

· Kansas City Convention Center,

· Kansas City Convention & Visitors Bureau,

· USO Troupe of Metropolitan New York.

Everyone’s participation and support really did make a difference and contributed significantly to make FedFleet 2002 a success.

Please visit www.fedfleet.org to view a digital photo slideshow and speaker presentations.  Where else can you imagine seeing Bill Rivers dressed as a “biker-dude” with leather and chains one day and as good ‘ole Uncle Sam on another day?

Our journey sure does continue… with IMEAC 2003 (June 24 – 26, 2003 in Portland, OR) and FedFleet 2004 (dates and location to be determined soon).  See you there!
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