Biological Agents in the Mail Center - Glossary
The following terms are intended to assist you with understanding the terms used in this course. 

Active immunization - the act of artificially stimulating the body to develop antibodies against infectious disease by the administration of vaccines or toxoids.

Anaerobic - living, active, or occurring in the absence of free oxygen.

Antitoxin - An antibody formed in response to and capable of naturalizing a biological poison; an animal serum containing antitoxins.

Cutaneous - relating to the skin.

Cyanosis - a bluish or purplish coloration of the skin and mucous membrane due to deficient oxygenation of the blood.

Dyspnea - shortness of breath associated with disease of the heart or lungs.

Hematemesis - vomiting of blood.

Hemoptysis - coughing up blood from the lungs or bronchial tubes as a result of pulmonary or bronchial hemorrhage.

Incubation period - the interval between exposure and the development of symptoms.

Malaise - an indefinite feeling of debility or lack of health often indicative of the onset of an illness; a vague sense of mental or physical ill being.

Petechiae - minute hemorrhagic spots in the skin, which does not blanch by, pressure.

Vaccine - a suspension of attenuated live or killed microorganisms (bacteria, viruses, or rickettsiae), or fractions thereof, administered to induce immunity and thereby prevent infectious disease.

