I. GSA Update (Darlena McKnew)
a. Cooperative purchasing

i. New team and team lead

ii. EVA project with FX

1. Robin Bourne- State of VA is working with other states to access GSA Advantage!

iii. Digital government connector software is available

b. Reorganization of IT Center

i. Robin Bourne- Will probably have more issues in short term as opposed to long term

ii. Town hall meetings regularly being held

iii. Presentations by Center employees in all meetings

iv. New ITAS division

1. Will obtain current data

2. Electronic library with current info

3. Rotate people through ITAS division

4. If a case is really hot, personnel in this division can expedite

5. Good C.O.s

II. Office of Acquisition Management Update (Roger Waldron)
a. ODCs

i. Working with CAO to develop additional guidance

ii. Confusion about what they are- would like to eliminate term, needs clarification
iii. Questions from FTS

iv. Will issue acquisition letters- goes to GSAR
1. Acquisition letters and Procurement Information Bulletins are available by FOIA

v. Support items that we need to have to be on the contract

vi. Open market items- remind people of these rules

1. Service contracts, products need to be on Schedule so you don’t have to go to open market

vii. Maybe firm fixed price line item- new line item could be called contract support item- eliminate “direct cost” term
viii. Cost reimbursement line item- identified scope and limit

ix. Robin Bourne- Is this language going to include letting primes order from Schedules?

x. Roger Waldron:  There are subK issues as well.  It’s a challenge.  We try to think of all of the possible challenges.
xi. ODCs on GWACs are different than on Schedules
1. CVRB have decided to eliminate niche GWACs

2. Additional guidance by Office of Chief Acquisition Officer on differences of GWACs vs. Schedules

xii. Will re-examine language on travel-has been reimbursable, will be reviewing now, working with CAO

xiii. Bruce Leinster- Will this warrant a FAR Part 12 clause?
xiv. Each business will choose how to apply

b. Contracts online

i. Put contracts on a website so users can view terms and conditions

ii. We are looking to see what terms and conditions federal buyers are looking at before they order
iii. 2 phases

1. Standard t’s and c’s agreed to up online

a. Mass mods to sync all contracts up to date

b. Will be rolled out to Schedules with highest dollar value first

2. Taking t’s and c’s from pricelist online

a. Under Nancy Goode

b. Capability to do this by November

c. Major initiative, high priority

iv. Sheryl McCurnin- Would like additional guidance before putting online.  Getting conflicting answers.  Clarifying language?

v. Roger Waldron- What are you taking exception to?

vi. Deborah Lague- All exceptions have gone through legal

vii. Roger Waldron- All contractors can take exception to t’s and c’s-articulate any concerns to me

viii. Deborah Lague- Mass mods- we will put an “I take exception to” button.  Next refresh will only have parts that have changed.  Trying to get to electronic approval.
ix. Robin Bourne- Maybe a box saying “we accept new language and keep all prior language”

x. Linda Rodden- It looks like all of our contracts will be cookie cutter with our own supplements.

xi. Roger Waldron- The program will be the same as always.  There are standard t’s and c’s that will always be there.

c. Training

i. Given to top 100 users in DoD in conjunction with Dee Lee and DAU

ii. Training events throughout country to deliver training

iii. Is in planning stages

iv. We will locate where are a lot of buyers and go there

v. Spring through the rest of the year

vi. Online Performance-based tutorial next
vii. Interactive training-help write SOWs

1. Please share examples of SOWs with Office of Acquisition Management

viii. Bruce Leinster- Working with OMB ACE?

ix. Roger Waldron- Not officially, but we are aware of it.

x. Training at expo will be available

d. Questions

i. Bruce Leinster

1. Reimbursed for T&M under subK are not going away

a. We are having a problem right now

b. Would have to reject orders

c. If I can’t use subs, then I won’t

2. TAA- OFPP has a rule out that identifies impediments to government obtaining COTS items

a. What about resellers that have non-TAA compliant items on their schedule?

3. Audit report

a. Will it suggest that GSA has bad pricing?

b. It has been rumored that the person writing the report has a vendetta against GSA

c. Associations are trying to work with GSA

d. People are worried that Hill staffers will try to get notoriety and lob legislation against GSA

e. GAO-Senate Govt Affairs Committee- Would GSA be aware of report without getting to comment?

f. Roger Waldron- No comment.

ii. Roger Waldron

1. TAA- has been added to contractor scorecard

2. IOAs look at orders

3. Certification from offeror or manufacturer?

4. Bruce Leinster- We change our source points all the time.

5. Training IOAs

6. Re:audit reports—Usually we give comments to CAO and they give it further.  Talk to CAO: Emily.

7. SubK-looking at additional guidance, we understand concern and are trying to address it

8. Robin Bourne- You don’t pay staff what you charge for them.

9. Have Jeff Koses come talk about TAA certification issues at expo meeting

10. Kitty Klaus- Where are we on the Assignment of Claims clause?

11. Through legal, will go to Federal Register.

12. A White Paper on Repair and alteration will be going out

13. Robin Bourne- We are adding a new SIN, will involve testing for ACES and others

a. New refresh-authentication products and services

b. Program office managed by former FTS will manage award

c. ORCA- online reps and certs went into effect in January (online reps and certs), added to solicitation in next refresh
14. Bruce Leinster- We have seen SOWs where agencies have asked industry to “show me how MOBIS fits”

III. Industry Update (Ed Naro)
a. Frustrations over FTS requiring things that shouldn’t be required

i. Sandy Bates put out memo in response to this

b. One GSA white paper

i. Sent 3 weeks ago

ii. Industry/government perspective

iii. Concerns getting a common answer from GSA

iv. Suggested that there should be a place you can call for an answer by high level procurement people

v. How do you communicate in its entirety the uniqueness of GSA- 30 second elevator speech
1. Potential of undoing harm

c. DoD Oct. 29

i. Guidance on procurement of non-DoD contracts

ii. Navy and AF  doing same thing (Navy-more straightforward)

iii. Push to use Seaport

iv. CEOSS- wherever you can point to that BPA as an example, that is useful if customers can see that (BPA off of Schedules)
v. DOD Part 37- how can improve, recommend matching e-buy with DOD system

d. Services Industry Government Council

i. Albuquerque regionally focused committee

ii. Reach was expanded

iii. More this happens, more GSA can market

e. DoD-Iraq-

i. They will produce a guide about how to Get it Right and it will be great.

ii. DOD training effort is being put in place

iii. Get it Right is not going to apply only to GSA vehicles.  Will apply toall non-DoD and DOD contracts

f. IT fund

i. Money in IT fund will go back to agency and then directly to treasury

ii. Was single year money

g. Scope

i. Not the responsibility of industry to make scope call- Dee Lee

ii. Customer can ask “Show me how this fits”

h. California $10 fee

i. Tax on ordering activity

ii. Deliver monitor in CA, $10 recycling fee

iii. Can’t put in price, is separate line item, contractor pays

iv. GSA says it is a tax

v. Tony Matthews- All states have pending disposal environmental legislation

vi. Penalty is high

vii. Battle between CA and GSA- GSA said it will sue
viii. Working with Policy- Debbie to clarify and send out official GSA policy
i. Audit

i. Most favored customer pricing

ii. Reinvigorate post award

j. March 17-Tom Davis

i. Hearing with Coalition, ITAA, PSC
ii. Industry-view approach: moving boxes are just one step but it doesn’t answer the problem.  Committees need to stress this

iii. Not a good feeling about what will happen

iv. Taking suggestions to come up with plan for merger

k. Coalition created a draft memo for DoD to realign guidance for using schedules
i. Intended for Dee Lee to send out

ii. Realigns guidance from Dee Lee to say there is nothing wrong with using Schedules or GWACs

l. Paul Pitera- Have seen overly specific labor category requests

i. Ed Naro- More focus on not doing anything wrong than doing anything right

m. Auditors

i. Audit community apologized for giving out company’s name

ii. IG’s are incentivized by finding things that are wrong

iii. “Wasn’t able to ascertain whether or not they got the lowest price”-bad statement by auditors

iv. Robin Bourne- Industry should educate auditors

v. Bruce Leinster- We haven’t invited auditors to talk about procurement policy

vi. Robin Bourne- We are meeting with GSA IG and we are going to cross-educate each other in what we both do

vii. Ed Naro- Best avenue to do this is through associations

viii. Robin Bourne- ManTech incumbent- Their bid was 2/3 price of protester.  They bid helpdesk manager, didn’t “seem” appropriate.  GAO doubted that the category bid was in scope.

ix. Kitty Klaus- IT COs are requesting details in labor categories

x. Robin Bourne- We aren’t directing them to do so.

xi. Don’t ask for resumes, use past performance.

n. Request Jeff Koses at next meeting

IV. Cooperative Purchasing Subcommittee (Peter Schwartz)
a. Cathy Muse- Fairfax County

b. Focus on engaging small businesses

c. Fairfax City is very interested

i. Time savings

ii. Is willing to share the strides they have made as success stories

1. U.S. communities

2. Council of Mayors

d. ITIGC is going to NASPO

e. Goal is to replicate success story from Fairfax

f. Help- need small business success stories- where they have used the Schedules as a contract vehicle

g. Want a meeting with procurement folks in Richmond, VA

h. Paul Pitera- Heard about applying coop purch to all Schedules?

i. SBA has annual event coming up

j. Tricia Reed- Our plan is to go to customers first, then to small businesses

k. Sandra Floyd- County of Alameda, City of Oakland are interested

i. Will find POC to add to coop purch committee

l. Tricia Reed- GSA will create one message and then train internally

V. E-Tools (David Orcutt)

a. Heard about Fedbid? Contact David Orcutt if so.

b. Sheryl McCurnin nominated as Committee Chair.

VI. EPA (Sheryl McCurnin) 
a. Submitted white paper

b. Will continue to monitor

VII. Teaming and subcontracting (Kitty Klaus)
VIII. Training, Education, and Communications (Paul Pitera)

a. Could Roger Waldron present the same training given to Coalition at the next IGC meeting (no charge)?

i. Abridged version

b. Booth at expo?

IX. Open Session/Administrative/Wrap-Up
a. Still need customers

b. Chairperson- Paul Pitera nominated after Ed Naro retires

i. Could Bruce Leinster and Paul Pitera co-chair

ii. Will resolve in meantime

c. Can IT Center address issues to all CO’s in town hall meeting- 3rd party services
