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E-Vital

eVital will provide the ability for Federal and State agencies to access vital records information electronically by creating a national infrastructure that can be used by multiple Government agencies.  This type of access will provide major savings in programmatic and administrative costs as well as providing improved customer service.

The goal of the eVital Electronic Verification of Vital Events (EVVE) project is for government users to use a single interface to request confirmation of birth and/or death data from any participating state vital statistics agency in the country.  Currently, there is an eight state pilot that is ongoing.  SSA is looking for additional federal agencies and states to participate.  The immediate expansion of EVVE is dependent on SSA reaching agreement on transaction pricing with the states.  

 The eVital Electronic Death  Records  (EDR)  project  is designed to: 1) enable receipt of verified  first  party  death  reports; 2) provide more accurate and timely death  reports;  and 3) enable improved quality of data on the Death Master File  maintained by SSA that is made available to government and commercial users.   EDR is live in two states this year and the goal is to be in all states within the next three years.  Making this schedule is dependent on the availability of state and Federal funding and state readiness.

These initiatives lay the foundation for more timely and accurate access to vital records information between State and Federal agencies.  Consequently, the eVital initiative has the potential to provide savings to both Federal and State agencies that incorporate the use of vital records information in their service offerings including benefit payments and identification verifications.

SSA has been working closely with National Association of Public Health Statistics and Information Systems (NAPHSIS) on these initiatives but has also recently begun reaching out to other associations such as NASCIO, NASACT, and Western Governors Association.

Local governments are also active players in the vital records area and SSA welcomes their participation in the eVital effort.  Counties are not only holders of birth and death data but also marriage data, which is very important for benefit eligibility.  It was suggested that SSA contact the National Association of Counties and League of Cities.

For additional information please contact Tony Trenkle at tony.trenkle@ssa.gov or call him at 410-965-1550.

Dot.gov Domain Issues

The dot.gov top-level domain was recently opened to state and local government registration.  Please visit nic.gov to register, and learn about the new rules and naming conventions for use of the dot-gov domain.  Prior to the new rule being enacted, a backlog of over 1000 domains was waiting to be approved.  This backlog is now gone, and all approved local governments are free to use their registered dot-gov domains.  We require that the highest elected official or IT official verify that the site is an official government site in an authorization letter before domain names are approved.  Reference to the state name or abbreviation must be included in the URL to avoid confusion among jurisdictions having the same name.  There are some issues that may need to be addressed in the future, such as the use of advertising or gambling on official dot-gov sites.  GSA is looking for venues to discuss state and local use of the dot-gov, and welcomes speaking opportunities.  Associations are encouraged to make their constituencies aware of this new opportunity.  For more information, please visit www.nic.gov
The group was asked to contact the GSA when they have forums or meetings where it is appropriate to discuss this issue.  Please contact Keith Thurston at 202-501-3175 or at keith.thurston@gsa.gov
Bert Jarreau and Dave Molchany agreed to send out blast to their members on this.  

Summary of the New Reference Models

OMB just rolled out version 2 of the Business Reference Model (BRM) and the initial versions of the Service Reference Model (SRM) and the technical Reference Model.  OMB is working closely with federal agencies to develop the federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA) and completion is expected within the next several months with release of the Performance reference Model (PRM) and the Data and Information Reference Model (DRM).  

The BRM describes the federal government’s operations independent of the agencies that perform them and serves as the foundation of the FEA. The SRM is a business driven, functional framework that classifies service components according to how they support an agency’s business and performance objectives. The SRM will provide the foundation for the reuse of applications, application capabilities, components and business services.  The Technical Reference Model provides the framework to identify the standards and technologies that support and enable the delivery of services components and capabilities.

When released, the PRM will help agencies identify more robust performance measures and help identify improvement opportunities.  The DRM will provide a framework to describe the data that supports federal operations and will promote interoperability and information sharing across government organizations.   

For additional information on the FEA please visit www.feapmo.gov.

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Enterprise Architecture

DHS has completed "as is" homeland security enterprise architecture products and wants to forward these to NASCIO for comment.  DHS and NASCIO agreed to work offline and schedule an opportunity NASCIO to provide input.  The timeframe calls for this effort to occur over the next four to six weeks.
Update on Lines of Business

Four new cross-agency initiatives have been proposed to have business cases done that have significant opportunities to integrate data, save costs and reduce burdens.  Those four initiatives include: 

Criminal Investigations and Surveillance

Public Heath Monitoring

Financial Management

Human Information Resources Management

Work with state and local governments will left up to the agencies selected to lead each initiative.

NASCIO Fly-in

Mark Forman and Dan Chenok met with the State CIOs during the NASCIO fly-in.  Discussions focused largely on Federal State interaction around business architecture and the e-gov initiatives.  As an outcome of this discussion another meeting is planned to talk about these issues in greater detail. 

NASCIO Privacy Guide

NASCIO is doing a final draft of a Privacy Guide and will be taking comments at their annual meeting.  State and federal privacy issues will be highlighted including recent developments at the federal level organized by financial, health info and by agency HHS, DHS.  

Keith Thurston, GSA, asked if he could review a draft.  Mary Gay is going to look into this and would like to follow-up with Keith on what GSA is doing.

Guidance for states on financial and health will also be included.

Face-to-Face Meeting September 30

A face-to- face meeting is being planned for September 30th from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Lisa will send out a summary of all areas the group has talked about so far and survey the members about what areas they would like to have further discussions on.   New topic areas should also be included.

Suggested topic – Business Continuity Planning

.

