Biological Agents in the Mail Center - Overview of Biological Toxins
Biological toxins are harmful substances produced by living organisms that disrupt normal cellular functions, thus causing illness or death.

Toxins are generally more toxic per weight than chemical agents. The toxins considered to be among the most likely to be used as biological agents include:

· Botulinum toxin - produced by the bacteria Clostridium botulinum 

· Ricin toxin - an extract of castor bean 

· Staphylococcal enterotoxin B (SEB) - food poisoning. 

Toxins are non-volatile, which makes them unlikely to produce either secondary or person-to-person exposures or a persistent environmental hazard.

