Where is the Purchase Card being used effectively?

Currently, there are over 340,000 cardholders throughout Federal offices and agencies. As noted before, the growth in use and purchases made has been dramatic across the Government. This can be seen in the chart below: 

	Fiscal Year
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	($ in Thousands)

$460

$56,312

$140,735

$275,574

$472,103

$808,473

$1,591,774

$2,914,369

$5,045,264

$7,960,860 
	 

2,326

270,983

639,389

1,058,890

1,512,275

2,471,308

4,248,496

7,327,878

11,573,616

16,447,721


Source: Governmentwide statistics provided by GSA Office of Acquisition, Federal Supply Service, General Services Administration. 

This is significant when considering the impact of purchase card purchases in relation to total procurement volume governmentwide. GSA's Office of Electronic Commerce noted that although small purchases under $2,500 are only about 2% of the total Government purchase amounts, they comprise about 85% of total procurement volume. Larger purchases (greater than $25,000) comprise approximately 90% of the total procurement dollar amount, while only involving 2% of the procurement actions. As the bulk of the procurement workload is concentrated in processing the large volume of small purchases, increased purchase card use has had a significant impact in reducing this processing time. In this sense, the most effective use of the cards is in the dramatic reduction in administrative processing time and costs associated with this procurement workload. 

