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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Chesapeake Bay Field Office
177 Admiral Cachrane Drive

Annapolis, MD 21401
410/573-4575

June 12, 2008

Elizabeth Estes
Greenhorne & O’Mara
6110 Frost Place
Laurel, MD 20707

RE: GSA proposing to relocate a portion of the SSA Headguarters Operations at the Metrowest
Facility: Site A 6100 Wabash Avenue, Baltimore
Site B 2600 Liberty Heights Avenue Baltimore

Dear Elizabeth Estes:

This responds to your letter, received May 28, 2008, requesting information on the presence of
species which are federally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or threatened within the

- vicinity of the above reference project area. We have reviewed the information you enclosed and
are providing comments in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat.
884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Except for occasional transient individuals, no federally proposed or listed endangered or
threatened species are known to exist within the project impact area. Therefore, no Biological
Assessment or further section 7 Consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is required.
Should project plans change, or if additional information on the distribution of listed or proposed
species becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered.

This response relates only to federally protected threatened or endangered species under our
Jurisdiction. For information on the presence of other rare species, you should contact Lori
Byrne of the Maryland Wildlife and Heritage Division af (410) 260-8573.

An additional concern of the Service is wetlands protection. Federal and state partners of the
Chesapeake Bay Program have adopted an interim goal of no overall net loss of the Basin’s
remaining wetlands, and the long term goal of increasing the quality and quantity of the Basin’s
wetlands resource base. Because of this policy and the functions and values wetlands perform,
the Service recommends avoiding wetland impacts. All wetlands within the project area should
be identified, and if construction in wetlands is proposed, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Baltimore District, should be contacted for permit requirements. They can be reached at (410)
962-3670.



We appreciate the opportunity to provide information relative to fish and wildlife issues, and
thank you for your interests in these resources. If you have any questions or need further
assistance, please contact Devin Ray at (410) 573-4531.

Sincerely,

Mary J. Ratnaswamy, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, Threatened and Endangered Species



M ARYL AND o Martin O'Malley, Governor
' Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor

DEPARTMENT OF John R. Griffin, Secretary
NATURALRESOURCES Eric Schwaab, Deputy Secretary

July 8, 2008

Ms. Elizabeth Estes
Greenhorne & O° Mara
6110 Frost Place
Laurel, MD 20707

RE: Environmental Review for Proposed Campus Expansion to Support The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) Consolidation at the Federal Research Center (FRC) at White
Oak, Silver Spring, Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties, Maryland.

Dear Ms. Estes:

The Wildlife and Heritage Service has determined that there are no State or Federal records for rare,
threatened or endangered species within the boundaries of the project site as delineated. As a result,
we have no specific comments or requirements pertaining to protection measures at this time. This
statement should not be interpreted however as meaning that rare, threatened or endangered species
are not in fact present. If appropriate habitat is available, certain species could be present without
documentation because adequate surveys have not been conducted. It is also imporiant to note that the
utilization of state funds, or the need to obtain a state authorized permit may warrant additional
evaluations that could lead to protection or survey recommendations by the Wildlife and Heritage
Service. If this project falls into one of these categories, please contact us for further coordination,

We would like to bring to your attention that there is a remnant magnolia bog called “Powder Mill
Bog” just off to the southeast of the project site, that is known to support several plant species listed as
rare or endangered at the State level. Any activities on the pro_loct site that have potential to impact the
hydrology of this nearby bog habitat should be avoided.

In addition, our analysis of the information provided also suggests that the forested area
on the project site contains Forest Interior Dwelling Bird habitat. Populations of many Forest
Interior Dwelling Bird species (FIDS) are declining in Maryland and throughout the eastern
United States. The conservation of FIDS habitat is strongly encouraged by the Department of -
Natural Resources. In order to do so, the following guidelines could be incorporated into the
site design to help minimize the project's n:npacts on FIDS and other native forest plants and
wildlife:

1. Restrict development to nonforested areas.

2. If forest loss or disturbance is unavoidable, concenirate or restrict development to the
following areas:
a. the perimeter of the forest (i.e., within 300 feet of existing forest edge)
b. thin strips of upland forest less than 300 feet wide

Tawes State Office Building * 580 Taylor Avenue = Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410.260.8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877.620.8DNR - www.dnr.maryland.gov « TTY users call via Maryland Relay



c¢. small, isolated forests less than 50 acres in size
d. portions of the forest with low quality FIDS habitat, (i.e., areas that are already
heavily fragmented, relatively young, exhibit low structural diversity, etc.)

2 Maximize the amount if forest “interior” (forest area >300 feet from the forest edge)
within each forest tract (i.e., minimize the forest edge:area ratio). Circular forest tracts
are ideal and square tracts are better than rectangular or long, linear forests.

4. Minimize forest isolation. Generally, forests that are adjacent, close to, or connected to
other forests provide higher quality FIDS habitat than more isolated forests.

3 Limit forest removal to the “footprint™ of houses and to that which is necessary for the
placement of roads and driveways.

6. Minimize the number and length of driveways and roads.

7. Roads and driveways should be as narrow and as short as possible; preferably less than
25 and 15 feet, respectively

8. Maintain forest canopy closure over roads and driveways.
9. Maintain forest habitat up to the edges of roads and driveways; do not create or
maintain mowed grassy berms.

10.  Maintain or create wildlife corridors.

11. Do not remove or disturb forest habitat during April-August, the breeding season for
most FIDS. This seasonal restriction may be expanded to February-August if certain
early nesting FIDS (e.g., Barred Owl) are present.

12. Landscape homes with native trees, shrubs and other plants and/or encourage
homeowners to do so.

13.  Encourage homeowners to keep pet cats indoors or, if taken outside, kept on a leash or
inside a fenced area.

14, Inforested areas reserved from development, promote the development of a diverse
forest understory by removing livestock from forested areas and controlling white-
tailed deer populations. Do not mow the forest understory or remove woody debris and
snags.

15.  Afforestation efforts should target a) riparian or streamside areas that lack woody

- vegetative buffers, b) forested riparian areas less than 300 feet wide, and ¢) gaps or
peninsulas of nonforested habitat within or adjacent to existing FIDS habitat.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project. If you should have any further
questions regarding this information, please contact me at (410) 260-8573.

Sincerely, _
/&u‘ Q. Bop—

Lori A. Byrne
Environmental Review Coordinator
Wildlife and Heritage Service
MD Dept. of Natural Resources
ER # 2008.1119.mo/pg
Ce: K. McCarthy, DNR
D. Brinker, DNR
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Maryland Department of Planning

Martin OMalley - put O ' . . Richard Elevhart Hail
i A ¢ Maryland Historical Trust . Y Sty
Anihony G.' Broum ' Marthew f. Power
Lt Governor Deputy Seeretary
July 22, 2008

Ms. Maryann 8. Dobhbins

Regional Historic Preservation Ofﬁcer
Public Buildings Service-

1.5, General Berviees Admmlstratlon
The S_uawbrndgcms Building,

20 North Bighth Stréet”
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3191

Re: U8, Social Security Administration
' Lease Construction Project
Baltimore, Maryland
‘Section‘ 106 Review

Dear’ Ms Dnbbms

e U L, i 5

Chank /Qur recent letter 'datcd 10 -Juty 2008 and received by the Maryland Hmencal‘"[msﬁ'(‘l:ruﬂ) on il July
2008, regardimg  the ahove-raferenced projeet. GSA’s correspondence initiated cansultatios syiththe Tiust pursiant to

iqu 1060 h&;}ﬂ;{t«;%mpﬂmmm Pg‘e,bgwﬂ*mn Act (NHPA) of 1966, as- amcmled ie-offet the following comments.

Accord_ o your leiter; we understand that the undertakmg entails leasmg a facmw and parlmg to house the Sooml
Security Administration (88A) in Baltimore, Maryland and vacating $$A’s current facitity ﬂ a npn-historic building
lacated at 300 N. Greene Street, Baltimore, Based on the information presented in your letter, the Trust concurs with
GSA’s delineation of the project’s Area of Potential Effect for archeological and architectural resources for the two'
Alternative Sites A and B presently under consideration. We also agree with GSA’s proposed level of effort to:identify -
historic and-archeological properties that may be.affected by this project, We look forward to further consultatmn with
GSA and any nther mvolvad parties to succesemlly complete the Section 106 consultation for this undertaking.

If you have quesnons of require further assistance, pleaqe contact ms at 410 514 76 31 or 1:)(:0!&:(’5)111(11}j state.md.us. Thank
you for prowdmg us this opponumty te comment, iy B : ‘

Smcerely,, i A R T
Elizabeth T: Cole . e
idmigjstrator, Project Beview and G

" ] l 00 Cammumty Place « Crowmmlif Mmyland 21 052,2023 : N
ﬁley)/aam 419 514 7500 Fae: 4’10.9874’07'] « Toll Fres» 1:800.736.0119 » TTY Users: Ma_)ylarzgl.'Rflay ‘
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GSA

GSA Mid-Atlantic Region

Ms. Elizabeth J. Cole, Administrator

Review and Compliance SEP 30 2008
Maryland Historical Trust

100 Community Place

Crownsville, Maryland 21032

Re:
U.S. Social Security Administration
Lease Construction Project
Baltimore, Maryland
Sec 106 Review

Dear Ms. Cole:

This is a follow up to my letter dated July 10, 2008 regarding the U.S. General
Services Administration's (GSA's) plan to have a developer construct a build-to-
suit facility to house a component of the Social Security Administration (SSA)
currently located in the government-owned Metro West Building, located at 300
N. Greene Street, Baltimore, Maryland.

Specifically, GSA has been evaluating the feasibility of constructing a facility on
Alternative Sites A and B, described as follows:

Site A: WABASH SITE
Maryland Department of Transportation Site
6100 Wabash Avenue, Baltimore

Site B: LIBERTY VILLAGE SITE
Bon Secours-Liberty Village Site
1600 Liberty Heights Avenue, Baltimore

The purpose of this letter is to let you know that after lengthy consideration and
analysis of Alternatives Sites A and B, GSA has identified Site A, the Wabash
Site, as the preferred alternative. Currently, GSA believes that Site A is the best
site given certain considerations, including but not limited to, economic and
technical considerations. This letter is also to provide you with additional
information including the past uses of Site A.

U.S. General Services Administration
The Strawbridge's Building

20 North Eighth Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3191
www.gsa.gov




Page 2, SSA Lease Construction

Site A, the Wabash Site, is triangular in shape and is comprised of approximately
15 acres. Site A is situated west of Wabash Avenue and north of Mt. Hope
Drive. The property is bound by Wabash Ave to the east, Mt. Hope Drive to the
southeast, Seton Business Park to the southwest, and a wooded area that runs
diagonally along a stream from the northeast to the southwest. The stream,
Powder Mill Branch, flows in a northeast-southwesterly direction along the
northern boundary of the property, and into a drain under Mt. Hope Drive at the
southwestern boundary. The site is accessed from Vertis Park Drive which cuts
through the property on the southwestern portion dividing the improved section of
property from the wooded portion. Vertis Park Drive extends north-south from
Patterson Avenue to Mt. Hope Drive. .The Maryland Transit Administration’s
(MTA's) Reisterstown Plaza Metro Subway Station is located adjacent to the
property in the northeast. A concrete-paved walking path connects the site to
this station. The site is located within U.S. Postal Service zip code area 21215.

Site A is almost an entirely developed parcel, although there is a vegetated
riparian buffer surrounding the Powder Mill Branch stream. Site A is improved
with an occupied one-story building comprised of approximately 9,000 rentable
square feet, and two surface parking lots. The on-site facility houses the MTA's
Police Training Facility. Previously, the facility functioned as a daycare center
from 1996 to 2005. Maryland's Edward F. Borgerdin District Court building and
the MTA'’s Northwest Division Bus repair facility are located to the east of the
site. A commuter parking lot is located to the west of the site. Another wooded
area and the Central Maryland Chapter of the American Red Cross are located
south of the site. The area surrounding the site is developed and contains the
Seton Business Park and the Reisterstown Plaza, consisting of several fast food
restaurants, a Home Depot, a Giant supermarket, other retail operations, and an
SSA area office.

Attached are historical aerial photographs showing the uses of Site A for the
years 1957, 1964, 1971, 1988, and 2005. These photographs indicate that the
site appears to have been undeveloped prior to the late 1980's.

» 1957 — The site is depicted as undeveloped in this aerial photograph.
However, evidence of clearing can be seen in the eastern portion of the
property. The rest of the property is covered in dense forestry. Patterson
Avenue is present to the north and Wabash Avenue is present to the east
of the property. A railroad track is depicted in the east running parallel to
Wabash Avenue. To the northwest of the property is Seton psychiatric
Institution and south of the property is covered by dense forest. A mixture
of commercial development and residential communities are depicted to
the far north and northwest across Patterson Avenue, farther to the south
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and west, and again to the east of the property. A number of roadways
are in place.

e 1964 — The site and its immediate vicinity appear similar to the 1957 aerial
photograph. The previously cleared area is covered by vegetation. A new
commercial development is depicted in the far northeast across Wabash
Avenue. Farther north and east are now heavily populated with a mixture
of commercial and residential developments.

e 1971 — With the exception of the Northern Parkway roadway
infrastructure, the site and the surrounding vicinity remain unchanged from
the previous aerial photographs.

* 1979 — The site is still undeveloped. The northeastern portion of the
property is again cleared. Land located south of the property is also
cleared and a commercial development is now present in the far south
where Wabash Avenue meets Northern Parkway. No other significant
change is noted for the site.

» 1988 — Mount Hope Road is now present along the southern border of the
site. Most of the site is cleared and two asphalt paved parking lots now
occupy the property. An angled tree line is noticeable at the northern
portion of the property following a north-southwesterly direction. Seton
Psychiatric Institute, once present northwest of Site A, is partially
demolished. Vertis Park Drive runs through the property on the
southwestern corner. The land north of the site is now occupied by two
asphalt paved parking lots. Several other roadways are present and
numerous commercial businesses are present to the south and west of
the site. The surrounding vicinity is densely populated with a mixture of
commercial and residential dwellings.

e 2008 — A structure is present in the northeastern portion of the property
(MTA-Police Training Facility). The southwestern portion of the property
remains wooded and undeveloped. The angled tree line present in the
1988 aerial is still present in the northern portion of the site. An overpass
is located immediately north of the site (part of the MTA train station). No
other significant changes are depicted.

These photographs confirm there are no standing architectural resources that
are, or could be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
(National Register) on Site A.
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As previously explained Greenhorne and O’'Mara (G&O) of Laurel, MD has been
retained by GSA to assist us in our identification efforts and to help us assess the
project’s potential to impact historic resources. G&O visited the Maryland
Historical Trust's (Trust) offices in Crownsville, MD during July 2008 to review the
Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties for recorded architectural and
archaeological resources relative to the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for Sites A
and B. As agreed upon, the APE established for direct effect of Sites A and B is
limited to the physical boundaries of the site (the deed description); and for
purposes of indirect effect, the APE extends from the actual boundaries of the
site to any immediate adjacent properties that could be visually impacted as a
result of the new construction.

G&O's search of the Trust's records revealed that no architectural resources
potentially eligible for or already listed in the National Register are located within
Site A’s direct and indirect APE. The only historically significant architectural
resource in the vicinity of Site A is the Samester Parkway Apartments (MHT # B-
3992) located at 7000-7022 Park Heights Avenue. The Samester Parkway
Apartments are situated approximately 1 mile north of the Site A, well outside the
limits of the APE. Based upon this information, | have concluded there are no
architectural historic resources located within the APE for Site A.

Although Site A has never been surveyed for archeological resources, the
construction activities associated with the development of the site in the late
1980's have clearly disturbed the ground, thereby reducing the potential for
archaeological resources. G&O's review of the Trust’s files showed that one
archaeological survey was previously conducted within 1 mile of Site A. The
survey, An Investigation of the Archaeological Resources Associated with the
Powder Mill 4 and Herring Run 1 Retrofit Stations, Baltimore, Maryland, (Peters,
Kristen Stevens, Baltimore Center for Urban Archaeology, Baltimore) was
completed in 1986. Artifacts associated with the Peters survey, however, did not
represent an intact archaeological site. A senior archaeologist with G&O
concludes that due to the lack of previously identified archaeological resources in
the vicinity, and to the previous direct ground disturbing activities associated with
the development of Site A, no archaeological resources are anticipated. Thus
GSA suggests that no additional archaeological identification efforts should be
undertaken.

Equally important GSA believes that there has been sufficient coordination with
the public with respect to this undertaking. GSA has been working closely with
City of Baltimore City, including the Baltimore Development Authority on the
selection of a site, and will continue to do so as the project progresses.
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In addition, a Public Scoping Meeting was held on June 19, 2008 during which
time a presentation was made that provided details about the project. The public
was afforded an opportunity to participate in the meeting and to present their
views with respect to historic preservation regarding Sites A and B.

GSA believes the information summarized above satisfies the required
documentation, spelled out at 36 CFR §800.11(d), which allows Federal
agencies to support a No Historic Properties Affected determination.

Therefore, in accordance with Section 800.4 (d) of the regulations implementing
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (36 CFR), GSA has
determined that the action of leasing a build-to-suit facility to house a component
of the Social Security Administration (SSA) on Alterfative Site A (the Wabash
site) in Baltimore City will have No Effect to Historic Properties. Accordingly, GSA
seeks your concurrence in this determination.

| trust the documentation provided is sufficient information for you to review this
project. | welcome your comments, and would be happy to address any
concerns you may have. If you need additional information, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (215) 446-4649 or by email at
Maryann.Dobbins@gsa.gov

Sincerely,

Thve Maryland Historical Tust has determined

m@/éé 5 et e aw o et properiosscied
S. Dobbins __ QLZ‘ YA om /4_3//7[4‘& 0of

Regiofial Historic Preservation Officer
Public Buildings Service

Cc:. Ms. Kathleen Kotarba,
Executive Director
Commission for Historical & Architectural Preservation
417 East Fayette Street, 8" floor
Baltimore, MD 21202

Enclosures
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Baltimore City Community Cellege

Changing Lives.,. Building Cammngﬁ:’%’s

OFFICE QF THE PRESIDENT

Carolane Williams, Ph.D.
Prestdent

Main Building, Ren, 157
LIBERTY CAMPLIS

2901 Liberey Heights Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215.7893

LIBERTY CAMPUS
2901 Liberry Heiglts Avenue
Baldmaore, MD 21215-7893

HARBOR CAMPUS

Bard Building

600 E. [.ombard Streer
Baltimors, MD 21202-4073

BUSINESS AND CONTINUING

EDUCATION CENTER
710 E. Lombard Streer
Baltimore, MD 21202-4047

REISTERSTOWMN
PLAZA CENTER

G704A Reisterstown Road
Beltimare, MD 21215-2306

IJune 23, 2008

|Ms. Courtehay Hoememann
‘General Services Administration
[The Strawbridge Building

20 North Eighth Street, 8th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107

RE: Proposed Relocation of the Social Security Adfhi;nisiration
Headquarters from the Metro West Facility, 300 N. Greene Street,
‘Baltimore, MD 21202 i

IDear Ms. Hoememann:

Please consider these written comments and matefials, from Baltimore
iCity Community College (BCCC or the College) | as part of the
Environmental Assessment of the proposed relocation of the Social
[Security Administration (SSA) headquarters to the Bon Secours Liberty
Village site, located at 2800 Liberty Heights Avenue.: For the reasons
below, the College urges the GSA to locate this project at the alternative
site on Wabash Avenue. :

I i
BCCC Liberty Campus, located at 2001 Liberty: Heights Avenue,
loccupies & land-locked site across from Bon Secours Liberty Village, and

|seeks to expand its campus through acquisition of the Bon Secours
iproperiy. oo

The College’s vision for the Bon Secours site includes: |

* Parking garage that would add 1100 spaces to the College’s existing
400 spaces and achieve the established need for 1500 spaces;

* New bookstore and café which would serve the community as well as
the College; -

|* Fine and Performing Arts Building hosting community productions and
College performances; L E

la Information Technology Center, which would include an additional

| computer lab open to the public and o

le Pedestrian Walkway bridging Liberty Heights and acting as a gateway

! tothe College campus. :

= i

General Informarion 410-462:8300 » MD Toll-Free 1-858-203-1261 » 1TY 1-800-7%5-2256

Stace of Maryland = Martin O'Mallyy, Governor
www.bcec.edu
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Ms. Courtenay Hoememann
June 23, 2008 |
Page 2 N

Melding of the existing Liberty Campus with the Boni Secours site would
create a vibrant learning community that would not ‘only meet the
College’s physical needs, but also address the surrounding community's
expanding social and educational needs. :

BCCC's mission is to provide outstanding educational; cultural, and social
experiences to the residents of Baltimore City, the state of Maryland, and
surrounding areas. Founded in 1947, the College is a state-sponsored
institution enrolling more than 19,000 credit and non-credit students each
year. BCCC enrolls more Baltimore City residents as undergraduates than
any other Maryland college or university; in fact, BCGC; enrolls 31% of all
Baltimore City residents currently enrolled as undergradiates in Maryland.

The College’s accessible, affordable, comprehensive jprograms include
college transfer and career preparation, technical training, and life skills
training. BCCC is a dynamic higher education institution that is responsive
to the changing needs of its stakeholders: individuals, businesses,
government, and educational institutions of the community at large. As
the attached brochure highlights, the Callege provides: & significant return
on the investment made by State funding and student tuition by enriching
the lives of its students, increasing their lifetime income and ultimately
helping to grow the tax revenues in its service area,

For ail these reasons, BCCC's expanded presence ini the Liberty Heights
corridor would serve as a strong educational, cuitural ané-:scmial anchor for
the College's surrounding neighborhoods and other Northwest Baltimore
communities. BCCC urges that the GSA select the Wabash Avenue site
for the relocation of the SSA headquarters. :

Sincerely,

Cutldo- ?

Carolane Williams, Ph.D.
President

CWi/dfs :-' i

Attachment (1) e

TOTAL P.B2
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Environmental Assessment Public Scoping M ting
Social Security Administration Metro West Réj ocation
Baltimore, Maryland . :

Comment Sheet and Questionnaire | 5

Name: 0@3‘%5«, LD <. "}//1_;@ L

Address: 3¢ o3 p)p.nﬂ[»tgm A4 G.!f
Balde 2t 2aniy

Affiliation: __Stg 2. Lesnof o

Phone:

Do you know of any environmental issues that would arise from this action?

Do you know of any gpecial interest groups that would be affected bﬁtl}is@acﬁon?
Mo _grogus ( #epoh bohood cysoes whoat )\ _
—Mohdgonnn asns, A €ce g, il

Y
Would you like to receive a copy of the Envitonmental Assessment for this action when
it becomes available? NOTE: Paper copies will be available at local libraries and at

GSA.
N Yes O No i

Cwersh resenitmts o3
T oo S comimy,

- | More on back

: Iy General Services Administration i
G [ % = 1
mddel  Mid Atiantic Region |
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Please provide additional comments on the Sacial Security Admin!skragtion Metro West
Relocation; 1

i’ [I\ C 0. W,@,u QQMLM CoSlalr it
O r G Ig;{_#:?u a ]
L belgws Aesign of Ha oA
el mats. g// Yoo s Bleromen s |

& Oha muni,!_} i

o

*

Please send comments to:

U.S. General Services Administration -
Attention: Courtenay Hoernemann |
20 North 8" Street, Eighth Floor
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
Phone: (215) 446-4710
Courtenay.Hoememann @gsa.gov

General Services Administration
Mid Atlantic Region

ey
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Environmental Assessment Public Scopmg nheetmg
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Baltimore, Maryland il
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General Services Administration
Mid Atlantic Region
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Please send comments to:

U.S. General Services Administration

Attention: Courtenay Hoernemann
20 North 8" Street, Eighth Floor
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
Phone: (215) 446-4710
Courtenay.Hoememann@gsa.gov

General Services Administration
Mid Atlantic Region
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Environmental Assessment Public Scoping Meeting
Social Security Administration Metro West Relocation
Baltimore, Maryland ‘

Comment Sheet and Questionnaire

Name: W/ﬁ, /%M/*?? %/jx ///MM '
Address:  FeZd/ 2y S LML e

D 5 rrprme et LI
Affiliation: " Al e e pr aéf
Phone: /

t
[
X
Do you know of any environmental issues that would arise from this a}cﬁlon‘?
/?&’1"’%’:1_(3! - . g1

Tl
Do you know of any special interest groups that would be affected bthis' action?

Wz

1

Would you like to receive a copy of the Environmental Assessment far this action when
it becomes available 7 NOTE: Paper copies will be available at IocaHalaranes and at

GSA.
EB/ Yes Ol No

‘More on back

PeLyy General Senvices Adminisiration i
i Mid Atlantic Region 1
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Please provide additional comments on the Social Security Admlmét auon Metro West
Relocation: _
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U.S. General Services Administration |
Attention: Courtenay Hoernemann g
. 20 North 8" Street, Eighth Floor .=
i Philadelphia, Pennsylvama 19107
Phone: (215) 446-4710
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Gengral Services Administration |
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Maryland Department of Planning

Martin O'Malley Richard Eberbart Hall
Governor Secretary
Anthony G. Brown Matthew J. Power
Lt Governor Depaty Secretary

November 24, 2008

Ms, Courtenay Hoernemann

GSA Mid-Atlantic Region

U.S. General Services Administration
20 North 8th Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3191

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE RECOMMENDATION
State Application Identifier: MD20081015-1002
Applicant:  U.S. General Services Administration
Project Description: Draft Environmental Assessment: Social Security Administration's Metro West Facility
Relocation: to a new leased facility in Baltimore City
Project Address: 6100 Wabash Avenue, 2600 Liberty Heights Avenue, 3100 Towanda Avenue
Project Location: Baltimore City
Approving Authority: U.S. General Services Administration

Recommendation:  Consistent Contingent Upon Certain Actions
Dear Ms. Hoernemann:

In accordance with Presidential Executive Order 12372 and Code of Maryland Regulation 14.24.04, the State
Clearinghouse has coordinated the intergovernmental review of the referenced project. This letter, with
attachments, constitutes the State process review and recommendation based upon comments received to date. This
recommendation is valid for a period of three years from the date of this letter.

Review comments were requested from the Maryland Departments of General Services, Transportation, Natural
Resources, Business and Economic Development, the Environment, Baltimore City, and the Maryland Department

of Planning, including the Maryland Historical Trust. ' As of this date, the Maryland Departments of Natural
Resources, Transportation, and Business and Economic Development have not submitted comments, This
recommendation is contingent upon the applicant considering and addressing any problems or conditions
that may be identified by their review. Any comments received will be forwarded. Baltimore City had no
comment,

The Maryland Department of the Environment stated that their findings of consistency are contingent upon the
Applicant taking the actions mentioned in the enclosed letter. The Maryland Department of the Environment
addressed these and other issues: conformity analysis; asbestos; the proper handling of particulate matter; air
quality; and soil remediation.

301 West Preston Street @ Suite 1101 ® Baltimere, Mapyland 21201-2305
Telephone: 410.767 4500 & Fax: 410.767 4480 o Tolf Frve: 1.877.767.6272  TTY Users: Maryland Relay
Internet: wnn MDP. state.md.ses
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November 24, 2008
Page 2

The Maryland Department of General Services, and the Maryland Department of Planning found this project to be
consistent with their plans, programs, and objectives.

The Maryland Historical Trust has determined that this project will have “no effect” on historic properties.

Any statement of consideration given to the comments should be submitted to the approving authority, with
a copy to the State Clearinghouse, The State Application Identifier Number must be placed on any
correspondence pertaining to this project. The State Clearinghouse must be kept informed if the approving
authority cannot accommodate the recommendation.

Please remember, you must comply with all applicable state and local laws and regulations. If you need assistance
or have questions, contact the State Clearinghouse staff person noted above at 410-767-4490 or through e-mail at
brosenbush@mdp.state.md.us. Also please complete the attached form and return it to the State
Clearinghouse as soon as the status of the project is known. Any substitutions of this form must include the
State Application Identifier Number. This will ensure that our files are complete,

Thank you for your cooperation with the MIRC process.
Sincerely,
i &
L

Linda C. Janey, J.D., Assistant Secretary
for Clearinghouse and Communications

LCI:BR

Enclosures

cc: Beth Cole - MHT
Gerry Krebs - DGS Tammy Edwards - DBED
Cindy Johnson - MDOT Joane Mueller - MDE
Greg Golden - DNR Andrea Houseman - BCIT

08-1002_CRR.CLS.doc



] MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
1800 Washington Boulevard ¢ Baltimore MD 21230
MDE 410-537-3000 © 1-800-633-6101

Martin O'Malley . Shari T. Wilson
Governor Secretary
Anthony G. Brown Robert M. Summers, Ph.D.
Lieutenant Governor Deputy Secretary

November 14, 2008

Ms. Courtenay Hoernemann
General Services Administration
Mid-Atlantic Region

20 N. 8" Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3191

RE: State Application Identifier: MD20081015-1002
Project: Draft Environmental Assessment: Social Security Administration’s Metro
West Facility Relocation

Dear Ms. Hoernemann:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the above-referenced project. The document was circulated
throughout the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) for review. The project is generally
consistent with our plans, programs and objectives contingent upon certain actions being taken as
noted below:

1 Conformity is also required for fine particulates since Baltimore City is a pm 2.5
nonattainment area. Hot spot analyses may have to be conducted.

Additionally, the following comments are submitted for consideration:

2. If the applicant suspects that asbestos is present in any portion of the structure that will be
renovated/demolished, then the applicant should contact the Community Environmental
Services Program, Air and Radiation Management Administration at 410-537-3215 to learn
about the State's requirements for asbestos handling.

3. Construction, renovation and/or demolition of buildings and roadways must be performed in
conformance with State regulations pertaining to "Particulate Matter from Materials Handling
and Construction" (COMAR 26.11.06.03D), requiring that during any construction and/or
demolition work, reasonable precaution must be taken to prevent particulate matter, such as

* fugitive dust, from becoming airborne.

5 Recycled Paper www.mde.state.md.us TTY Users 1-800-735-2258

Via Maryland Relay Service



Ms. Courtenay Hoernemann
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that the builders use energy efficient lighting, computers, insulation and any other energy
cfficient equipment. To learn more about the voluntary Green Lights Program which
encourages businesses to install energy-efficient lighting systems contact the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) at 202-233-9120.

10.  The applicant should be advised that no cutback asphalt should be used during the months of
June, July and August. .

11.  The Project should support resource conservation and pollution prevention through land use
and transportation designs that provide alternatives to single occupant vehicle use.

12.  Any aboveground or underground petroleum storage tanks that may be utilized must be
installed and maintained in accordance with applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations. Contact the Oil Control Program at 410- 537-3442 for additional information.

13.  Any solid waste including construction, demolition and land clearing debris, generated from
the subject project, must be properly disposed of at a permitted solid waste acceptance
facility, or recycled if possible. Contact the Solid Waste Program at 410-537-3318 for
additional information.

14.  The Hazardous Waste Program should be contacted directly at 410-537-3343 by those
facilities which generate or propose to generate or handle hazardous wastes to ensure these
activities are being conducted in compliance with applicable State and Federal laws and
regulations.

Thank you again for giving MDE the opportunity to review this project. If you would like further
information, please contact Joane Mueller, MDE’s Clearinghouse Coordinator at 410-537-4120 or
by e-mail at jmueller@mde.state.md.us.

Bhari Wilson
Secretary

ce: Joane Mucller, Maryland Department of the Environment, Science Services Administration
Bob Roscnbush, Maryland Department of Planning, State Clearinghouse



To: Courtenay.hoernemann@gsa.gov

From: "Heather Murphy" <hmurphy@mdot.state.md.us>

Date: 11/11/2008 03:20PM

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment Social Security Administration's
Metro West Facility Relocation

Dear Courtenay,

MDQT is pleased to provide comments on

Draft Environmental Assessment Social Security Administration’s Metro West Facility Relocation.
Overall MDOT is pleased that GSA is looking to locate part of the Social Security Administration .
employees near a Metro station. We hope this will help facilitate other transportation oriented
development in this area of Baltimore City. We do offer the following comments:

1) A proposed mitigation measure of a free-flow right turn at Wabash/Patterson (p. 83) is an issue
for us. Although this might help with vehicle through put, it is likely to make an already difficult
pedestrian crossing at this intersection (closest to our Metro station} even more difficult. We would
suggest that GSA examine the potential to have this turn signalized instead.

2) It should be noted that there is pedestrian connectivity on both sites perhaps on page 81,
under 4.4.2.4, public transportation analysis, it could also be noted "changes are not anticipated in
the transit system supporting the SSA site because both sites are easily accessible by the Metro
subway system and are serviced by several bus routes." Because of the nature of both sites, it
would seem beneficial to note here or on page 83, under 4.4.2.5, mitigation measures for
transportation impacts, to promote the important sidewalk and pedestrian connectivity to both of
the proposed sites from both the adjoining road(s) and the metro stations.

Our comments are in response to your letter to Governor O'Malley and we will also include these
comments in a formal letter from Secretary Porcari. We have emailed our comments to meet your
deadline as a letter will not make today's deadline for EA comments.

Thank you again for this opportunity and I hope that we will be able to work with you as the
project proceeds.

Heather Murphy
Deputy Director
OPCP

(410) 865-1282

The information contained in this communication (including any attachments) may be confidential
and legally privileged. This email may not serve as a contractual agreement unless explicit written
agreement for this purpose has been made. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication or any of its

contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this
communication to the sender indicating that it was received in error and delete the original
message and any copy of it from your computer system.
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