VI. Sampling, testing, and sanitization

Vendors seeking to sell a wide variety of measures to monitor, test, and sanitize the mail frequently contact federal mail managers.  All available scientific evidence indicates that the following are inappropriate for routine use in mail centers for assessing or managing any type of biological threat:

· Hand-held immunoassay devices

· Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) rapid field tests

· Autoclaves

· Ultra-violet treatment

· Ethylene oxide treatment 

· “Sniffers”

· Routine sampling

· Routine culturing of samples

· Quarantining mail pending the results of routine sampling and testing.


GSA recommends, therefore, that these devices and processes not be used in federal mail centers or by first responders to federal mail centers.  


Please note that this recommendation applies only to routine use in federal mail centers.  Some of these technologies are entirely appropriate for use in other situations, including:

· Assaying or cleanup of actual biological attacks;

· Research and development that may lead to development of assay devices or treatments that are appropriate for mail center use in the future;

· Development of devices for use in military situations;

· U. S. Postal Service mail processing facilities; or 

· Defined, high threat situations, where a scientifically validated technology platform is selected and installed as part of a carefully developed concept of operations, including consequence management that fits the technology. 

The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has released guidance on use of these methods indicating that the effectiveness of these methods is unsatisfactory.  A copy of this guidance is attached as Appendix E. 

On this issue, Dr. John H. Marburger, Director, OSTP, signed a memorandum on July 19, 2002, which included the following statement:

“Until further notice, the Office of Science and Technology Policy advises that federal agencies cease issuing any new procurement requests, task orders, purchase orders, or contracts for the purchase of new equipment or services that may detect, sample, test or filter air for Bacillus anthracis as the method for assaying suspicious mail, or for routine environmental sampling of mail rooms. The Department of Defense will continue to procure military standard biological detection equipment following the current statutory regulations under which the Department operates. “

Dr. Marburger’s memorandum remains in effect.   To view the entire memorandum, see Appendix F. 
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