[image: image1.png]




U.S. General Services Administration

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Ben Gonzales
United States General Services Administration

(303) 236- 7329
Benjamin.Gonzales@gsa.gov
(Day of event) 

Brenda Haar

United States General Service Administration

Brenda.Haar@gsa.gov
MEDIA ADVISORY/EVENT CALENDAR LISTING

U.S. General Services Administration dedicates Sioux Falls Courthouse Square Building and Plaza 
The new Courthouse Square building will house the U.S. Attorney’s Office and other private offices and retail stores. The plaza will serve as a new public landmark for the people and City of Sioux Falls. 

The project was truly a collaberative effort between GSA and the City of Sioux Falls. GSA considered the community and stakeholder impacts throughout the design and construction process. One of the goals set for the five-story, 80,000 square foot Courthouse Square was to establish the project as a regional leader in sustainable design, encouraging the development of similar projects in the area and regional community. This goal was recently accomplished when GSA received the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold rating from the U.S. Green Building Council. 

As the region’s first building to receive Gold LEED certification, GSA is proud of the contribution this building makes to future generations, as well as the sustainable design cost savings. Operating costs are expected to be reduced by more than half, and an annual savings of $60,000 or more is expected. Also, through the use of efficient plumbing fixtures, more than 590,000 gallons of potable water will be conserved every year, which would fill 1 ½ public swimming pools. 

The plaza design illustrates a “vision of community.” This vision is illustrated by the fountain made from local stone, an eagle sculpture that is an important symbol for so many South Dakotans, and a landscape that promotes camaraderie for the citizens of Sioux Falls. 

The goal of the event is to commemorate the completion of the building and plaza and connect local dignitaries, the U.S. Attorneys, the building owner, project team, and community members. 

WHAT:
The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) will dedicate the Sioux Falls Courthouse Square and Plaza in a formal ceremony, featuring the following: 
· Award Presentation
· Ribbon Cutting

· Refreshments 

· Entertainment 
WHEN: 
Thursday, September 14, 2006, at 10:00 a.m.
WHERE: 
Courthouse Plaza

325 South 1st Avenue

Sioux Falls, South Dakota

WHO: 
GSA, Stencil Development (the building owner), Bob Winkels of The Winkels Group (architect), the U.S. Attorneys, and community members. Dignitaries attending the event include the City of Sioux Falls Mayor Dave Munson, The Honorable Larry Piersol United States Judge for the District of South Dakota, and United States Attorney Mark J. Jackly. 
This event is invitation only, and the media is encouraged to attend.  
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