Small Business Contacts and Programs

For more information on GSA’s Small Business Utilization please go to
 GSA  SBU- Overview.
Small Disadvantaged Business Program 

To give small disadvantaged businesses (SDBs) an opportunity to participate in Federal procurement activities, eligible SDBs may receive price evaluation adjustments when competing for certain requirements. The U.S. Department of Commerce determines the price adjustments available for use in Federal procurements and identifies the industries that are eligible for price evaluation adjustments. On a case-by-case basis, SBA is authorized to determine whether a firm is owned and controlled by specified individuals claiming to be disadvantaged. FAR 2.101 provides a more detailed definition of a small disadvantaged business. To increase opportunities and access for SDBs, Executive Order 13170 was signed on October 6, 2000. The Executive Order states that, as required by law, agencies shall establish a goal of achieving a participation rate for SDBs of not less than 5 percent of the total value of prime contract awards for each fiscal year and of not less than 5 percent of the total value of subcontract awards for each year. It requires agencies to train program and procurement officials on awarding contracts to 8(a) firms and SDBs. Executive Order 13170 also requires that each Federal agency submit an annual report on accomplishments to the President.  For additional information concerning the Small Disadvantaged Business Program, contact the U.S. Small Business Administration at (202) 619-1850, or visit their website at http://www.sba.gov/sdb/index.html. 

Women-Owned Small Business Program

The OSBU makes a special effort to advise women on contracting opportunities and to encourage their participation in competitive procurement programs. For additional information on the Women-Owned Small Business Program, visit http://www.womenbiz.gov/. You can contact the U.S. Small Business Administration's (SBA's) Office of Federal Contract Assistance for Women Business Owners (CAWBO) on (202) 205-7797, or call SBA's Office of Women's Business Ownership on (202) 205-6673, or visit their website at http://www.sba.gov/womeninbusiness/. 

Historically Underutilized Business Zone (HUBZone) Program


The HUBZone Empowerment Contracting Program was enacted into law as part of the Small Business Reauthorization Act of 1997.  The U.S. Small Business Administration regulates and implements the program, determines which businesses are eligible to receive HUBZone contracts, maintains a listing of qualified HUBZone small businesses federal agencies can use to locate vendors, and adjudicates protests of eligibility to receive HUBZone contracts. 

The HUBZone Program provides Federal contracting opportunities for certified small businesses located in eligible historically underutilized business zones.  Eligible areas cover more than 7,000 urban census tracts, 900 rural and urban areas, base closure areas and every federally recognized Native American reservation.  By providing preferences for contracting opportunities with qualified small business concerns, the program stimulates economic development and promotes private-sector investments and local employment opportunities in distressed communities.

To qualify for the program, a business must meet the following criteria:

· It must be a small business as determined by the Small Business   Administration in accordance with 13 CFR part 126.

· Its principle office must be located within a HUBZone, which includes lands on federally recognized Indian reservations.

· It must be at least 51 percent owned and controlled by U. S. citizens.  Approved ownership can also be by Community Development Corporation, Indian Tribal Government, or an agricultural cooperative.

·   At least 35% of its employees must reside in a HUBZone.

To participate as a HUBZone contractor, a business must first meet HUBZone eligibility requirements and be certified by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) as a qualified HUBZone small business.  Once certified, it will be listed on SBA's “List of Qualified HUBZone SBCs”.
The Small Business Administration maintains an online application program that allows small businesses to determine whether they are located in a HUBZone, apply for HUBZone certification, and check on the status of their application at any time during the review process.  Simply log onto the website at http://www.sba.gov/hubzone and select from the menu of options. 

Veteran-Owned Small Business and Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business Program 

Public Law 106-50, the Veterans Entrepreneurship and Small Business Development Act of 1999, amended the Small Business Act to establish new assistance programs for small businesses owned and controlled by veterans (VOSB) and small businesses owned and controlled by service-disabled veterans (SDVOSB).  The law requires Federal agencies to afford these businesses maximum practical opportunity to participate in the performance of prime contracts and subcontracts.  It specifically established a Government-wide goal of awarding not less than 3 percent of the total value of all prime contract and subcontract awards to service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses.  It also established a requirement to include a goal for subcontracting with veteran-owned small business concerns in subcontracting plans approved for large business prime contractors

Federal agencies work with the Small Business Administration to establish goals and collect data regarding subcontracts awarded by large business prime contractors to veteran-owned small businesses.  Each subcontracting plan approved by the agency and the Small Business Administration must include separate percentage goals for veteran owned small business (VSOB) and service-disabled veteran owned small business (SDVOSB).

Public Law 108-183, the Veteran’s Benefit Act of 2003 establishes a procurement program for service-disabled veteran-owned small business and provides additional authority to set aside procurements exclusively for service-disabled veteran-owned small businesses if there is a reasonable expectation that two or more SDVOSBs would bid and award could be made at a reasonable price.  It also permits contracting officers to make sole source contract awards If only one SDVOSB can satisfy the requirement and the anticipated award value will not exceed $5 million for manufacturing NAICS codes and $3 million for other NAICS codes. 

On October 21, 2004, President Bush signed Executive Order 13360 calling on Federal agencies to take additional actions necessary to achieve the goals of this legislation.  

To assist Federal agencies in meeting their goal, a separate listing of all SDVOSBs that have Federal Supply Schedule contracts is maintained on GSA’s website. 

The Veterans Administration maintains the Center for Veterans Enterprise to support economic empowerment and provide assistance to veteran entrepreneurs.  For more information visit their website at http://www.vetbiz.gov. 

For more information on the veteran-owned small or service-disabled veteran-owned small business programs, contact the SBA's Office of Veterans Business Development at (202) 205-6773, or visit SBA's website at http://www.sba.gov/vets/. 

